《美国文学》课程教学大纲

The Course Syllabus of American Literature

1、 课程基本信息（Basic Course Information）
课程代码：16034204

Course code: 16034204

课程名称：美国文学

Course name: American Literature

课程类别：专业课

Course type: Specialty course

学时：64

Periods: 64

学分：4

Credits: 4

适用对象：英语语言文学专业学生

Target students: Undergraduates majoring in English

考核方式：考试

Assessment: Examination

先修课程：西方文明史、英国文学

Preparatory courses: History of Western Civilization, British Literature
二、课程简介（Brief Course Introduction）
本课程为专业知识基础课，在第四学期开设，是培养英语专业本科二年级学生文学修养、人文素质和社会主义核心价值观的重要课程。结合美国历史发展进程介绍各时期的重要作家及其代表作，重点阅读自十九世纪初至现当代的小说、诗歌和戏剧作品，帮助学生熟悉重要文学作品，提高文学鉴赏能力、语言水平和批判性思维，对西方社会与文化形成客观的认识。

党的二十大报告提出，要增强中华文明传播力影响力，提升国际传播能力与效能，形成同我国综合国力和国际地位相匹配的国际话语权。《美国文学》将是提高学生英语能力，引导学生思考如何向世界讲好中国故事、传播好中国声音的优良平台。
“American Literature” is a compulsory course to be offered in the fourth semester to sophomores who major in English. It is a significant part of the program that aims to enhance their literary understanding, humanistic quality, and socialist core values. It introduces them to prominent writers and masterpieces of American literature in their respective historical contexts, with the focus on fiction, poetry and drama from the early nineteenth century to the contemporary. Students are encouraged to read, analyze and discuss the literary texts, to participate in poetry recitals and dramatic performances, and to appreciate related classical movies. By these means, the course helps them master the basic knowledge of literature, familiarizes them with the major literary texts, and improves their literary understanding, language proficiency and critical perspective, so that they may acquire an objective comprehension of Western society and culture.

The report of the 20th National Congress of the Communist Party of China (CPC) proposed that we should enhance the influence of the dissemination of Chinese civilization, enhance the international communication ability and efficiency, and form an international discourse power that matches China’s comprehensive national strength and international status. American Literature will be an excellent platform to improve students’ English ability and guide students to think about how to tell the story of China to the world and spread the voice of China.
三、课程性质与教学目的
课程性质

本课程属于低年级专业基础必修课，目标人群为英语专业大二学生。

教学目的
在“课程思政”理念背景下，《美国文学》课程在教学内容设计上重视语言类课程的“隐性育人功能”，针对性选取相关教学主题及材料展开涉及价值观、道德修养等话题的思考与探讨,通过对文学作品的阅读、分析、讨论以及诗歌朗诵、戏剧表演等多种形式，旨在帮助学生掌握文学基本常识，熟悉重要文学作品及其相关历史语境，提高文学鉴赏能力和语言水平，对美国社会与文化形成较为深入的理解，帮助学生形成良好的世界观、人生观，培养中国情怀和国际视野，提高批判性思维能力和思想道德水平。

习近平总书记在中央政治局第三十次集体学习时强调：“要更好推动中华文化走出去，以文载道、以文传声、以文化人，向世界阐释推介更多具有中国特色、体现中国精神、蕴藏中国智慧的优秀文化。”在此基础上，《美国文学》主要教学目的如下：
（一）培养学生正确的价值取向。

（二）提高学生的思辨能力、人文素养和道德情操。

（三）帮助学生梳理并对比中西文学的发展脉络，拓宽学生的历史视野，拓展学生的思维空间。

（四）为学生培养正确的世界观、历史观、价值观，正确认识中西文学的辩证关系。

（五）启发学生对比观照中美文学的发展历程，获得更开阔的历史视野与思维空间。

（六）启发学生思考中美文学的发展脉络与趋势，培养正确的历史观。
4、 教学内容及要求

教学要求

《美国文学》是为英语专业二年级学生第二学期所开设的一门专业基础必修课，属于英语专业的核心课程，以全面提高学生的语言综合运用能力和正确历史观为目标，着重梳理美国文学史的脉络，拓宽学生的历史视野，使学生能认识美国文学史上的重要时期、概念、人物与事件，并正确理解美国文学与英国文学的辩证关系，也能对相近时期的美国文学作品与中国文学作品作对比分析，从中思考中美两国的发展历程、历史背景、人文思想与社会进程。课程结束后，要求学生基本达到《高等学校英语专业英语教学大纲》中所规定的要求，同时，体现“课程思政”的理念优势，能做到：

（一）理解并践行有特色的社会主义的制度自信、理论自信和道路自信。

（二）养成正确的价值观与道德观，具有较高的思辨能力与人物素养。

（三）初步理解和掌握美国文学史的脉络。

（四）了解美国文学史主要发展时期及每个时期的重要历史、社会、政治、哲学、文学、等方面的背景、人物与事件。

（五）运用英语语言能力分析并表达重要思想家、文学家或艺术家的作品。

（六）对比观照中美文学的发展历程，获得更开阔的历史视野与思维空间。

（七）思考中美文学的发展脉络与趋势，弘扬中华文化独特的价值与世界观、价值观，培养正确的历史观。

（八）帮助学生掌握高年级课程中的相关内容及概念。
教学内容
本课程选用的教材为陶洁的美国文学选读（第三版），试图从世界文学彼此联系互动的视角，全方位地展示美国文学的发展历程。课本合共27章，覆盖殖民时期（约1607-1765）、启蒙时期与独立战争时期（1765-18世纪末）、浪漫主义时期（1800-1865）、现实主义时期（1865-1918）、现代主义时期（1918-1945）、当代文学（1945-）的美国文学史。

具体教学内容如下：

Part I The Colonial Period
（1） 目的与要求

1. 了解美洲殖民地时期文学的概况；

2. 研究清教主义及其对美国价值观的影响。

3. 帮助学生了解西方文化的发展脉络，培养学生全球视野、独立观察和批判性思维.

（2） 教学内容

1. 主要内容
1.1 beginning of American literature — the early 1600s:

1.1.1 Englishmen describing the English exploration and colonization of the New World (America)

1.1.2 Tales of adventure and excitement; facts + fantasy

1.2 Captain John Smith (1580-1631)

l.2.1 a real adventurer; helped found Jamestown in 1607 (the first English colony in America) 

1.2.2 True Relation of Virginia (1608) and Description of New England (1616); fascinating “advertisements” which try to persuade the reader to Settle1n the New World;

1.3 General History of Virginia, New England and the Summer Isles (1624); the first famous tale from American literature.

III. Differences between the Southern: and the New England colonies

1.3.1 In the South, enormous farms or plantations used the labor of black slaves to grow tobacco. The rich and powerful plantation owners were slow to develop a literature of their own. They preferred books imported from England

1.3.2 In New England, the Puritan settlers had come to the New World in order to form a society based on strict Christian beliefs. Therefore they had a far stronger sense of unity and of a “shared purpose”. This was one of the reasons why culture and literature developed much faster than in the South. Harvard, the first college in the colonies, was founded near Boston in 1636 in order to train new Puritan ministers. The first printing press in America was started there in 1638, and America's first newspaper began in Boston in 1704.

1.4 Puritan culture

1.4.2 New England histories

(1) the most interesting works of New England Puritan literature

(2) To the Puritans, history developed according to “God's plan”:

-New England: the “Promised Land” of the Bible

-the central drama of history: the struggle between Christ and Satan

1.4.2 Of Plymouth Plantation by William Bradford (1590-1657)

(1) the most interesting of the Puritan histories,

(2) subject matters the Puritans' difficult relations with the Indians; their difficulties during the first winter, when half of the small colony died. (Thanksgiving Day)

(3) writing style; the wonderful “plain style” which the Puritans admired -In order to present the “clear light of truth” to uneducated readers, Puritan writers avoided elegant language. The examples they used were drawn either from the Bible or from the everyday life of farmers and fishermen.

(4) Theme: God directs everything that happens.

1.4.3 The History of New England by John Winthrop (1588-1649)

(1) Also in the “plain style”, but far less cheerful

(2) Winthrop-the first governor of Massachusetts Bay Colony and a minister all his life (like most of the Puritan writers)

(3) Writing style: rather cold m He rarely shows shock or sadness , even when he describes scenes of great unhappiness. Sometimes, the dryness of his “plain style” is very effective.

(4) Theme; Most events could be seen as a sign from God.

1.4.4. The first Puritans were not very democratic.

(l) harsh church laws;

(2) Believers in other forms of Christianity were called “snakes” or even worse names;

(3) Puritan society was a “theocracy”-the laws of society and the laws of religion were the same.

1.4.5 Writers struggling hard against the Puritan theocracy

(1) Anne Hutchinson (1590-1643) and Roger Williams (1603-1683) both desired a freer religious environment.

(2) Roger Williams' Bloudy Tenent (1644): a famous statement of the desire for religious freedom-Freedom was not only good in itself”, it was a necessary condition for “the growth and development of the soul”.
1.4.6 newer Puritan ideas by the beginning of the 1700s- important to the development of democracy

1.4.7 The New Englanders were quite successful at keeping the absolute “purity” of Puritanism during the early, difficult days of settlement. But when the Indians were no longer a danger, the dark forests had become farmland, and more comfortable settlements had grown up, Puritan strictness began to relax. The change was very slow and was not easily recognized by New Englanders at the time.

1.4.8 The great witchcraft panic in the 1690s

(1) In the town of Salem, Massachusetts, young girls and lonely old women were arrested and put on trial as witches. A number of these people were put to death for “selling their souls” to the Devil.

(2) The “Salem witch trials” showed the psychological environment of the time and the Puritans, strange beliefs: to many Puritans of the time, witchcraft and other forms of evil were an absolutely real part of everyday life.

1.4.9 Religious themes of the poems of the earliest Puritans

(1) Anne Bradstreet (1612-l672)

-the first real New England poet

-Tenth Muse Lately Sprung Up In America (1650) : containing the first New World poems published in England.

(2) Edward Taylor (1645-1729)

- his poetry written during the last years of the Puritan theocracy; some of the finest poetry written in Colonial America

-Taylor hoped for a “rebirth” of the “Puritan Way”.

    1.4.10 Sudden explosions of religious emotion throughout American history, even in the 20th century

1.4.11. The Puritans admired science as the study of God's material creation”.

(1) Edwards developed this idea further-He said that there was a close relation between knowledge of the physical world and knowledge of the spiritual world.

(2) This idea created a bridge between the old: strict Puritan society and the new, freer culture which came later, with its scientific study of the world.

2. 基本概念和知识点
New England histories; Puritanism

3. 问题与应用
What are the main ideas of Puritan thought in colonial America?

（三）思考与实践
How does Puritanism help shape the American Value today?

（四）教学方法与手段

1. 教学方法：课堂讲授与讨论相结合
2. 教学手段：多媒体课件
Part II The Enlightenment and Revolutionary Period 

（1） 目的与要求

1. 讲解早期英国民族迁徙和族裔构成对美国文学的影响，培养学生的全局思维和观察能力；

2. 引导学生理解启蒙运动思想及其对美国文学的长远影响；
3. 了解美国“开国之父”的思想和理念；

4. 研究富兰克林的代表作；

5. 引导学生客观认识美国社会、政治制度的形成和发展，对西方议会民主制度形成批判性理解；

（2） 教学内容

1. 主要内容
1.1 Tthe Founding Fathers

1.1.1 the most memorable writing in 18th century America

1.1.2 the Revolution of 1775-1783 (the War for Independence)

1.1.3 the Constitution of 1789

1.2 Practical philosophers: their political pamphlets

1.2.1 Admired and were active in the European “Age of Reason” or “Enlightenment”;

1.2.2 Shared the Enlightenment belief that human intelligence (or “reason”) could understand both nature and man: unlike the Puritans-who saw man as a sinful failure the Enlightenment thinkers were sure that man could improve himself.

1.2.3 Wanted to create a happy society based on justice and freedom

1.3 Unit 1 Benjamin Franklin (1706-1790)

1.3.1 Introduction
(1) his writings: show the Enlightenment spirit in America at its best and most optimistic

      (2) His style: quite modern; a return to the Puritans' “plain style”

(3) Poor Richard's Almanac (1732-1757) :

-moral advice (praising honesty and attacking drunkenness, etc.) 

-many “sayings” about saving money and working hard

1.3.2 Franklin’s Autobiography

  (1) Notes:
-the first part: an entertaining description of his life up to early manhood

-the second part: more serious-writing about himself “for the improvement of other”

-As the autobiography of “the father of the Yankees”, it is a book of great value.

(2) Further Questions
-Why did Franklin write his autobiography?

-What made Franklin decide to leave the brother to whom he had been apprenticed?

-How did he arrive in Philadelphia?

-What features do you find in the style of the above selection?
2. 基本概念和知识点
the Founding Fathers; Declaration of Independence; Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Paine, Thomas Jefferson 
3.问题与应用
What are the beliefs and ideas of the Founding Fathers?

（三）思考与实践
How does the Declaration of Independence help shape the American Value today?

（四）教学方法与手段

1. 教学方法：课堂讲授与讨论相结合
2. 教学手段：多媒体课件
Part III The Romantic Period

（1） 目的与要求

1. 了解美国浪漫主义时期文学作品的特色，梳理其发展脉络，培养学生的辨证思维与历史发展观；

2. 了解美国文艺复兴时期的文学思潮；讲解欧洲文艺复兴对美国文艺复兴时期文学的影响，英国文艺复兴和美国文艺复兴之间的关系，相同点和不同点，培养学生的全局观念和批判性思维；

3. 研究爱默生、梭罗、霍桑、梅尔维尔、爱伦坡等美国浪漫主义时期代表的作品。

（二）教学内容
1. 主要内容

1.1 the “new spiritual era”: the young intellectuals of Boston

1.1.1 dissatisﬁed with the old patriotism

1.1.2 not interested in America’s power and wealth, but in the inner life instead

-studied the Greek, German and Indian philosophers

-kept diaries about their lives and feelings, or became vegetarians or nudists
  1.2 Unit 2 Edgar Allan Poe (1809-1849)

1.2.1 Introduction

(1) interested in psychology and the darker side of human nature

  (2) Poe’s contributions to American literature in three areas: the short story, literary criticism, and poetry

1.2.2 Poe’s tales of horror

 (1) put his characters into unusual situations

 (2) carefully describe their feelings of terror or guilt

1.2.3 Poe’s detective storys: one of the creators of the modern detective story

(1) subject matter m to examine mysteries or problems

(2) the hero-the brilliant French detective Monsieur Dupin; one of Poe’s finest creations

1.2.4 Poe’s literary criticism

(1) intelligent criticism: the key for the development of a national literature for the young country

(2) hated bad books and bad writing-His criticisms were usually accurate, but they also had “the coldness of mathematical demonstrations” .

1.2.5 “The Cask of Amontillado” (1846)

(1) Notes
-a successful example of Poe’s theory. In short stories, “unity of effect is everything”. 

-The story’s setting and its symbols reveal the character of the hero.

(2) Further Questions

-Who is the narrator? What wrong does he want to redress?
-What is the pretext he uses to lure Fortunato this wine cellar?
-What happens to Fortunato in the end?

-Describe briefly how Poe characterizes Montresor and Fortunato as contrasts?
1.3 Unit 3 Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803-1882)
1.3.1 The Transcendentalists

(1) formed a movement of feelings and beliefs rather than a system of philosophy

(2) rejected both the conservative Puritanism of their ancestors and the newer, liberal faith of Unitarianism, seeing both religions as “negative, cold, lifeless” 

(3) tried to find the truth through feeling and intuition rather than through logic

1.3.2 Emerson’s Works
(1) Nature (1836): the clearest statement of Transcendentalist ideas

(2) The American Scholar (1837): Emerson’s famous speech at Harvard University

1.3.3 Self-Reliance (1841): filled with memorable lines, familiar to most Americans
  (1) What is the author’s attitude towards charity? Why does he hold such an attitude?
  (2) According to the author, what do most people believe to the virtue? And what is real virtue?
  (3) Why does the author dislike “consistency”? Do you agree with him? Do you think that people should give up consistency?
  (4) What is the agreement of one’s actions? What is it important for people?

1.4 Unit 4 Nathaniel Hawthorne (1804-1864)

1.4.1 features of Hawthorne’s stories

(1) usually a strong allegorical quality

(2) always writes about man in society, rather than simply about man in nature-interest in the dark part of the human mind

- carefully describes the psychology of his characters

-his favorite theme; the effects of sin

1.4.2 The Scarlet Letter (1850): his masterpiece

(1) setting: a strong feeling for the Puritan past of 17th century New England

(2) subject: a study of the effects of the adultery

(3) theme: It is useless to hide guilt in order to avoid punishment.

(4) question: Whether the act of Hester and her lover was really sinful?
1.4.3 Further Questions

  (1) Why is the prison the setting of Chapter 1 and what is the implication of the description of the roses?
  (2) Describe the appearance of Hester Prynne and the attitude of the people towards her.
  (3) What has happened to Hester? Why does she make the embroidery of the letter A so elaborate? How does this tell us about her character?

1.5 Unit 5 Herman Melville (1819-1891)

1.5.1 Introduction

(1) became a sailor at age twenty m his most important experience in life

  (2) life at sea—the most important material for his books and short stories

1.5.2 features of Melville’s stories

(1) more than simple sea adventures -the voyages of his heroes: searches for the truth

(2) In his fiction, man lives in a world divided into two warring parts: good against evil, God against Satan, the “head” against the “heart” -no way to overcome these opposites

(3) tragic view of life: The universe itself is working against human happiness and peace of mind. The world has no place for pure goodness or pure evil.

1.5.3 Moby-Dick (1851) 

(1) the greatest novel of American literature

(2) the voyage of the whaling ship Pequod; a symbolic voyage

(3) Moby-Dick, the great White whale: represents God or fate

(4) a great deal of factual information about whale - hunting; to make the world of Moby-Dick seem real 

(5) Captain Ahab, the central Character

-“a grand, ungodly, God- like man”

-torn between his humanity and his desire to destroy the white whale

- These two sides -the light and the dark -fight each other in Ahab.

- theme: Personal identity is only an illusion 

1.5.4 Further Questions

  (1) What are the stories Ishmael tells about Moby Dick?
  (2) Why does Ahab react so violently against the white whale? Ishmael suggests that Ahab is “crazy” and calls him “a raving lunatic.” Do you agree with him? Why or why not?
  (3) What narrative features can you find in the selected chapter?

1.6 Unit 6 Henry David Thoreau (1817-1862)

1.6.1 putting into practice many of Emerson’s theories; an experienced woodsman whose works are filled with details about plants, rivers and wildlife

1.6.2 Civil Disobedience (1849)

(1) about his experience in jail in 1846

(2) theme: “we should be men first and subjects afterward”

(3) great influence on Tolstoy, Gandhi and Martin Luther King

(4) the best-known American essay outside the United States

1.6.3 Walden (1854)

(1) Notes

-about his stay in the hut (1845-1847) he built for himself on the north shore of Walden Pond 

-one of the greatest works of American literature

-a completely Transcendentalist work

(2) Further Questions

-Where indeed did THoreau live, both at a physical level and at a spiritual level?
-Had Thoreau ever bought a farm? Why did he enjoy the act of buying?
-Is it significant that Thoreau mentioned the Fourth of July as the day on which he began to stay in the woods? Why?

-How could you answer the question Thoreau asked at the end of this selection?
1.7 Unit 7 19th-Century American Poets
1.7.1 Henry Wadsworth Longfellow (1807-1882)

(1) Longfellow - speaking directly to the hearts of ordinary Americans

(2) A Psalm of Life (1838)

        -the hardworking, optimistic philosophy of his countrymen

-his famous conclusion: “Let us, then, be up and doing.”

(3) subject matter: to express “the simple dreams of average humanity”-the comfortable dreams and ideals of 19th-century America

1.7.2 Edgar Allan Poe (1800-1849)

(1) the interesting part; its sound, rather than its content

(2) Poe constantly experimented with ways to make it musical, and defined poetry as “the rhythmic creation of beauty”.

1.7.3 Walt Whitman (1819-1892)

(1) “Leaves of Grass” (1855)

-a small book of poems in a completely new form

-theme: “to define America, her athletic democracy”

-a joyous curiosity about almost every detail of life

(2) “O Captain! My Captain!” (1865)

(3) Through Whitman, American poets finally freed themselves from the old English traditions: he invented a completely new and completely American form of poetic expression.

- To him, message was always more important than form.

- He was the first to explore fully the possibilities of free verse.
-Although he rarely uses rhyme or meter, we can still hear (or feel) a clear rhythm.

(4) Whitman developed his style to suit his message and the audience he hoped to reach.

(5) Whitman strongly believed that Americans had a special role to play in the future of

mankind: although he often disapproved of American society, he was certain that the success of American democracy was the key to the future happiness of mankind. 

(6) Whitman greatly admired President, Lincoln and saw him as a symbol of the goodness of mankind: two of Whitman's greatest poems - O Captain! My Captain! and When Lilacs Last in the Dooryard Bloom' d, - were written about the murder of Lincoln in 1865.

1.7.4 Emily Dickinson (1830-1886)

1) Another New England woman who wrote during the Civil War.

2) cut off from the outside world -able to create a very personal and pure kind of poetry

3) different themes of her work

4) the “search for faith”

5) pain and limitation

-probably her only way of expressing the terrible suffering of the Civil War-always the pain of the lonely person at night, never that of the whole battlefield

2. -the pain of the modern Existentialist; The world is “a place where God and nature are silent”, and the universe is a “design of darkness”.

3. 基本概念和知识点
the “new spiritual era”; Transcendentalism; Ralph Waldo Emerson, Henry David Thoreau, Nathaniel Hawthorne, Herman Melville, Edgar Allan Poe and Henry Wadsworth Longfellow; Walt Whitman, Emily Dickinson

4. 问题与应用
What are the beliefs and ideas of the Transcendentalists?

（三）思考与实践

1. What is the theme of Hawthorne’s Scarlet Letter?

2. What is the theme of Melville’s Moby Dick?

（四）教学方法与手段

1. 教学方法：课堂讲授与讨论相结合
2. 教学手段：多媒体课件

Part IV The Period of Realism and Naturalism

（一）目的与要求

1. 了解美国南北战争时期的文学概况；

2. 研究惠特曼、马克•吐温等文学大师的代表作，联系当时英国和美国的社会历史背景以及经济发展状况，深刻了解文学作品产生的社会和文化条件，了解美国现实主义文学时期背后的社会矛盾，培养学生的全局分析能力。

3. 引导学生对19世纪末美国国社会的变迁产生批判性思考。

4. 了解美国现实主义和自然主义文学的概况；

5. 引导学生思考作家对美国世纪末社会道德批评，客观认识西方社会的伦理危机。
（二）教学内容
1. 主要内容

1.1 Unit 8 Mark Twain (1835-1910)
1.1.1 Introduction

(1) real name: Samuel Langhorne Clemens

(2) The American West could be described “without the sense of any older civilization outside of it. The East, however, was always looking fearfully over its shoulder at Europe.” (William Dean Howells) - Because of this freedom, the writers of the West were able to create the first “all-American” literature, representing the entire nation.

(3) The work of Mark Twain is the best example of this new outlook.

(4) Mark Twain grew up on the Mississippi River in Hannibal (Missouri), a little town far from the centers of East Coast culture.

(5) The life of the Mississippi River itself influenced him the most.

(6) Life on the Mississippi (1883): based on his romantic memories of his own experience (1857 - 1860) as a river pilot on one of those steamboats.
(7) When the Civil War destroyed the riverboat business, he went to Nevada with his brother. From there, he went on to California, where he worked on a newspaper.

1.1.2 “The Celebrated Jumping Frog” (1865)

(1) Notes

-the short story that made him nationally famous

-It is a typical Western humor story called a “hoax” .

        -Like all the Western humorists, Twain’s work is filled with stories about how ordinary people trick experts, or how the weak succeeded in “hoaxing” the strong.

  (2) Further Questions

-Why do you think Mr. Wheeler is so eager to tell these stories?
-Does his audience share his enthusiasm in telling the stories?
-Do you think the narrator and his listener ever suspect the presence of humor? Why? How do you interpret their interactions?
1.1.3 “The Innocents Abroad” (1869)

(1) his first major book; a collection of his newspaper articles

(2) This book made him an American literary hero .

(3) The book clearly shows his “democratic” hatred of the European aristocracy.

(4) Although he is critical of Europeans, he is much more critical of American tourists in Europe.

(5) He also attacks tourists in Jerusalem- who Show false religious feelings.

1.1.4 “Roughing It” (1872)

(1) also began as a series of his newspaper articles

(2) about his travels in the Far West 

(3) features: funny, with many hoaxes and also another form of Western barrier, the “tall tale”

1.1.5 The Gilded Age (1873)

(1) The period of the Civil War was a time when a small number of millionaire businessmen held great power in American society. The city homes of the very rich looked like palaces and many people thought of this period» as a new “Golden Age”. But the gold was only on the surface. Underneath, American society was filled with crime and social injustice. It was, in fact, only a “Gilded Age”: the gold was just a thin layer.

(2) Mark Twain created this phrase for his next novel, The Gilded Age.

-one of the first novels that tried to describe the new morality (or immorality) of post-Civil War America

-one of the new elements of this novel; It creates a picture of the entire nation, rather than of just one region.

-theme: America's loss of its old idealism

1.1.6 Adventures of Tom Sawyer (1876)

(1) a story about “bad boys” - a popular theme in American literature

(2) The two young heroes, Tom and Huck Finn, are “bad” only because they fight against the stupidity of the adult world. In the end they win.

(3) features:

-a highly realistic background

-psychological studies of the characters

  1.1.7 The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn (1884)

(1) Twain’s greatest novel .

(2) very adult problems for his young hero

(3) the great novel of American democracy-It shows the basic goodness and wisdom of ordinary people .

(4) “the school of many late Western writers” -Ernest Hemingway, whose own style is based on Twain's, once said, “All modern American literature comes from Huckleberry Finn.”  
1.2 Unit 9 Henry James (1843-1916) 

1.2.1 He was a realist, but not a naturalist.

(1) not interested in business, polities or the conditions of society

(2) an observer of the mind rather than a recorder of the times; His realism was a special kind of psychological realism, known as “stream-of-consciousness” literature.

(3) Thanks to modern psychology and writers like Henry James, we are now more interested in the workings of the mind. We know that events inside one's head can be as dramatic as events in the outside world.

1.2.2 The novels of James’s early period deal with his thoughts and feelings as an American living in Europe.

(1) Roderick Hudson (1876)

-about the failure of a young American artist in Italy

(2) The American (1877)

-contrasts American “innocence” with European. “experience” (James uses this contrast throughout his work. )

(3) Daisy Miller (1879) 

-another novel about American innocence defeated by the stiff, traditional values of Europe

1.2.3 The Portrait of a Lady (1881): the best novel of James’s “middle period”

1.2.4 Dramatic action almost disappears from the novels of James’s “mature” period. Characters usually spend their time talking about the different aspects and possibilities of the situations they are in. Sometimes the drama comes when a character Changes from one way of looking at the world to another way.

(1) The Princess Casamassima (1886)

(2) The Ambassadors (1903)

1.2.5 “The Jolly Corner” (1908)

  (1) In what way is the narrative voice in the story’s second section different from that in the other two and what is the need for such a change?

  (2) Why is Spencer so much frightened by his alter ego? How do they differ from one another? What do they share in common?

  (3) How is Alice characterized? What additional information do we need to understand her bitter?
1.2.6 Henry James never tries to give a large, detailed picture of society. Rather, in his stories, he selects a single situation or problem. Then, using his imagination, he studies that one problem from various points of view.

(1) problem—the nature of art

(2) problem—the “unlived life”

(3) problem—the introduction of children to the evil and immorality of the world around them

(4) For James, in his private life and in his literature, being an American was a great problem.

-“It is a complex fate, being an American.” Although he lived most of his life abroad, this was always a central theme.

-In his writings, Americans are always being “tested” by European civilization. And, similarly, the achievements of European civilization are always being tested by the new possibilities of American civilization.

1.3 Unit 10 Stephen Crane (1871-1900) 

1.3.1 Introduction

(1) the first American naturalist

(2) a genius with amazing sympathy and imagination; not much influenced by the scientific approach.

1.3.2 Maggie: A Girl of the Streets (1893)

(1) It is the sad story of a girl brought up in a poor area of New York City.

(2) Like Maggie, all of Crane's characters are controlled by their environment. This is what makes Crane a “naturalist”.

1.3.3 The Red Badge of Courage (1895)

(1) Crane’s greatest novel.

(2) The accidents of war make a young man seem to be a hero. The story is set in the Civil War. In the View of the author, war changes men into animals. The world, like the battlefield, is filled with meaningless confusion. Good and bad, hero and coward, are merely matters of chance of fate.

1.3.4 “The Open Boat” (1898)—a short story showing how even life and death are determined by fate

(1) What does the opening sentence imply?

  (2) How does the outburst contribute to the themes of the story?

  (3) In what way could the survivors be interpreters?
1.3.5 “War Is Kind” (1899)

-Crane’s collection of poems expressing the theme which lies at the heart of his novels

1.3.6 Crane’s naturalism caused him to move far away from Howells’s “more smiling aspects of life.” In fact, this was the trend for all of the realists. 

2. 基本概念和知识点
the Civil War; President Lincoln, Harriet Beecher Stowe; Bret Harte and Mark Twain .

3. 问题与应用
What is Walt Whitman’s contribution to American poetry?

（三）思考与实践
1. What are the themes of Mark Twain’s representative novels?

2. What are the beliefs and ideas of the American realists?

3. What are the beliefs and ideas of the American naturalists?

（四）教学方法与手段

1. 教学方法：课堂讲授与讨论相结合
2. 教学手段：多媒体课件
Part V The Era of Modernism 

（一）目的与要求

1. 了解美国“迷惘的一代”作家的思想观点和文学成就；

2. 解读菲茨杰拉德、海明威、福克纳和卡明斯的代表作。

3. 引导学生思考代表性作家对20世纪初、一战前后西方思想空虚、社会道德沦丧的严肃批评，认识西方社会的存在困境，同时理解作家的思想局限性。
（二）教学内容
1. 主要内容

  1.1 Unit 11 Willa Cather (1872-1947)

1.1.1 Introduction

1.1.2 “Miss Jewett”

(1) What do you think are Sarah Orne Jewett’s poetic principles?
(2) What does Willa Cather admire in Jewett both as a writer and as a person?
(3) What do you think are Cather’s poetic principles?
(4) What do you think is good literature?

  1.2 Unit 12 Sherwood Anderson (1876-1941)

1.2.1 Introduction

1.2.2 “The Triumph of the Egg”

(1) Why did the narrator’s father treasure up the dead deformed chickens?
(2) What is the narrator’s outlook on life?
(3) What does the egg come to symbolize by the end of the narrative?
(4) How is the egg used to unify the narrative elements?
  1.3 Unit 13 Katherine Anne Porter (1890-1980)

1.3.1 Introduction

1.3.2 “Jilting of Granny Weatherall”

(1) What are the qualities that Granny possesses which help her live successfully?
(2) Does Granny have any weaknesses? If so, what are they?
(3) What intelligent advice and wisdom does Granny give her family?
(4) Try to reorder the events told in the story as they would have happened in real life or as they flashed through Granny’s mind?
1.4 Unit 14 Francis Scott Fitzgerald (1896-1940)

1.4.1 Introduction

(1) The twenties were strange and wonderful years in America.

(2) Fitzgerald’s best books form a kind of spiritual history of the “Lost Generation”.

1.4.2 The “Lost Generation”

(1) Many young people in the post-World War 1 period had “lost” their American ideals.

(2) At the same time America “lost” many fine young writers because they had moved to Paris, deeply disappointed with American society which did not value its artists and intellectuals.

1.4.3 This Side of Paradise (1920)

(1) Fitzgerald's first novel

(2) a description of the “Lost Generation”

1.4.4 Flappers and Philosophers (1920) and Tales of the Jazz Age (1922)

(1) Collections of the best of Fitzgerald's short stories about the early twenties.

(2) The Diamond as Big as the Ritz is the best known of these stories.

1.4.5 The Great Gatsby (1925)

(1) Notes
-One of the great 20th-century novels

-Jay Gatsby has a similar belief in the absolute power and “natural goodness” of money. Through the eyes of Nick Carraway, the narrator, we see both the glamour and the moral ugliness of the twenties. Nick’s neighbor is Gatsby, a rich and successful man (and possibly a criminal) . But Gatsby is also a true romantic. He has spent his whole life dreaming of his childhood sweetheart. He gives large, expensive parties at his home. He hopes that she will come and fall in love with him again.

-The novel combines symbolism with psychological realism.

  -The Great Gatsby is a Symbolist tragedy

(2) Further Questions
-Do you think Gatsby deserve to be called “the great”? Why?
-Does “the green light” Gatsby believed in exist in reality? Why or why not?
-What does Gatsby’s Schedule reveal about him and how does it relate to the American Dream?
1.4.6 Tender Is the Night (1934)

(1) The story is based on Fitzgerald’s experiences with his wife’s mental illness.

(2) The characters are tragic because, like Gatsby, they fail the “test of reality”.

1.5 Unit 15 William Faulkner (1897-1962)

    1.5.1 Introduction
(1) Faulkner used a rather small number of characters to represent the various levels of a single region: the South.

(2) Faulkner shared two things with the Lost Generation; its strong dislike for the post-war world and its belief in the value of art.

1.5.2 The Sound and the Fury (1929)

(1) Faulkner’s “modernist” masterpiece

(2) It tells the tragic story of the Compson family from four different points of View: Benjy, the idiot; Quentin, his brother, who kills himself at Harvard; Jason, the evil, money-hungry brother; and Dilsey, the black servant who keeps the family together with her love.

(3) The novel contains many of the experimental features which appear in later Faulkner novels.

1.5.3 “Barn Burning” (1939)

      (1) What is the nature of the story’s conflict? How does each of the story’s six scenes serve to reveal, clarify, and intensify the conflict?
      (2) What seems to motivate Abner’s violent, antisocial behavior? Why does he try to make his son Sarty an accomplice to the burning of Major de Spain’s barn? Why does Sarty finally defy him and try to warn Major de Spain?
      (3) What comments does the story offer about the social, moral, and economic values of the old and the new South.
  1.6 Unit 16 Ernest Hemingway (1898-1961)
1.6.1 Introduction

(1) He drove an ambulance in World War I and then decided to stay in Paris and become a writer.

(2) He also spoke for the Lost Generation.

1.6.2 The Sun Also Rises (1926)

(1) Hemingway’s first novel

(2) a portrait of young adults in the post-war era

(3) the characters: young Americans living in Paris

1.6.3 A Farewell to Arms (1929)

(1) Hemingway's famous anti-war love story

(2) Symbolic uses of nature

-the mountain; symbol of life and hope

-the plain: image of war and death

-rain: another symbol of death

1.6.4 “A Clean, Well-Lighted Place” (1933)

(1) How do you interpret the irony of the title after reading the story?
(2) Do you think youth and cofidence can help one withstand the metaphorical dark? Why or why not?

(3) The older waiter said to the younger waiter: “We are of two different kinds.” In what way do you think they are different?
1.6.5 To Have and Have Not (1937)

(1) Harry Morgan: a “tough-guy” hero.

(2) He shows courage and stoicism in a collapsing world.

(3) a change in Hemingway's moral themes: the relationship between people instead of the individual alone.
  1.6.6 For Whom the Bell Tolls (1940)

(1) a moral system

(2) Robert Jordan (the hero) is fighting against fascism in the Spanish Civil War.

(3) His experiences teach him to believe in the value of sacrifice.

(4) Each individual is a part of a whole; mankind.

  (5) Love becomes a wonderful, mysterious union: “One and one is one.”

(6)At first, Robert Jordan learns this through love for a woman. But at the end, as he lies dying, he discovers a similar “union” with nature and the earth.

  (7) Jordan has learned about the power of love - a new theme for Hemingway.

1.6.7 Across the River and into the Trees (1950)

(1) a later development of the Hemingway hero.

(2) Like the author himself, the hero is aging and has been deeply wounded by life.

(3) The hero is a man of many personal ceremonies.

(4) Everything he does-loading his hunting rifle or even pouring a glass of champagne- is done in a special way. It is a way of protecting his self-respect.

1.6.8 The Old Man and the Sea (1952)
(1) a short, simple novel, but a strong work 

(2) a beautiful allegory of human life

(3) The old man showed courage in the fight and stoicism in defeat. This was the last great message from Ernest Hemingway.

(4) The Old Man and the Sea received Pulitzer Prize in 1952.

1.7 Unit 19 Elwyn Brooks White (1898-1985)
1.7.1 Introduction

1.7.2 “Once More to the Lake” (1941)

(1) Why did the narrator go back to the lake?
(2) What are the things he found similar to those of the old days?
(3) What are the differences?
2. 基本概念和知识点
the “Jazz Age”; the “Lost Generation”; Francis Scott Fitzgerald; Ernest Hemingway;

William Faulkner; E. E. Cummings

5. 问题与应用
Why do we say that Fitzgerald’s best books form a kind of spiritual history of the “Lost Generation” ?

（三）思考与实践
1. What are the themes of Hemingway’s representative novels?

2. What are the experimental features in Faulkner’s The Sound and the Fury?
3. What is the influence of the Cubist painters on Cummings’ poetry?
（四）教学方法与手段

1. 教学方法：课堂讲授与讨论相结合
2. 教学手段：多媒体课件

Part VI 20th-Century American Poets (I)

（一）目的与要求

1. 了解二十世纪初至三十年代美国诗歌的概况；

2. 解读二十世纪初至三十年代美国主要诗人的代表作；

3. 对比二十世纪初至三十年代中国主要诗人的代表作，引导学生阅读诗歌、分析诗歌，扎根感性认识，逐渐上升至理性认识。
（二）教学内容
1. 主要内容
1.1 Introduction Unit 17 20th-Century American Poets (I)

1.2 Ezra Pound (1885-1972)

1.2.1 Introduction

(1) From 1909 through the twenties, he was involved in most of the major artistic movements. .

(2) The main idea of his theory is that: “Literature is language charged with meaning. ”

(3) He had been a leader of the “Imagist” school of poetry.

(4) He believed that good poetry was based in images (pictures of solid, real things) rather than ideas.

(5) He was also influenced by Asian literature.

1.2.2 “In a Station of the Metro”—his most famous Imagist poem

  (1) Why does the poet call the faces of pedestrians “apparition”?

  (2) What do “petals” and “bough” stand for?
1.3 Wallace Stevens (1879-1955)

1.3.1 Introduction 

(1) “Imagination” - the central idea in the poetry of Wallace Stevens

(2) He created thoughtful and “sensuous” poetry.

        -Words are often used for their sound, rather than for their meaning.

        -This sometimes makes the poems difficult to understand. But beyond the difficulty, here is very deep meaning. A single philosophy runs through Stevens' work, from his first volume of poetry, Harmonium (1923) , onwards. Unlike Eliot-but like most modern writers-Stevens was sure that God does not exist and that all religions are false.

1.3.2 “Anecdote of the Jar” (1923)

(1) Notes
-The jar is one of the “Supreme Fictions” of the poet. It is like a new god. Placed in the “wilderness of the world”, it organizes that wilderness, giving it order and meaning.

-The language of the poem sounds like the language of a myth. 

  (2) Further Questions
-What does the jar in the poem symbolize? Why does the speaker place t on top of a hill?
-The jar is “round” and “of a port in air,” meaning that it has a stately importance. What effect does it have on surrounding when placed on the ground?

-How is the wilderness of Tennessee characterized? What words or phrases does the poet use to describe it?
1.4 William Carlos Williams (1883-1963)

1.4.1 Introduction

1.4.2 “The Red Wheelbarrow”
(1) How does the first two lines differ from the other pairs of lines?
(2) What is the most visually compelling word in each of the last three pairs of lines?
(3) What is the meaning of “depends upon” in the first pair of lines?
1.4.3 “Spring and All”

(1) What things are described in the poem as “cold,” “dead,” and “lifeless”?
(2) Which aspects of spring does the poem emphasize?
(3) How does the poet suggest that the beginning of life is not an easy process?

1.5 Robert Frost (1874-1963)

1.5.1 Introduction 

(1) “Aloneness”—a common theme in the poetry of Robert Frost.
(2) In style, Frost also loved “the old way of being new”: he always worked in the traditional forms of poetry.

(3) Frost speaks directly. He uses “a language absolutely unliterary”. And, although he is a realist, his moods are rarely as black as Robinson's. Frost liked to say he was only having a “lover's quarrel with the world”.

(4) These various qualities made him one of the best-loved poets of 20th-century America. 

1.5.2 “The Road Not Taken” (1916)

(1) What is the speaker’s initial response to the divergence of the two roads?
(2) Describe the similarities and differences of these two roads. Which one does the speaker take?
(3) What might the two roads stand for in the speaker’s mind?
1.5.3 “Fire and Ice” (1920)

(1) What are the symbolic meanings of fire in this poem?

(2) Why does the speaker say that ice is also great for destruction? Explain what ice stands for here?

(3) What is your opinion about fire and ice? Which one is more destructive?
1.5.4 “Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening” (1923)

(1) Each of the quatrains is carefully rhymed. But we get the feeling we are reading a story rather than a poem.

(2) When Frost repeats the last line, we are reminded that everything in the poem has a deeper meaning.

1.5.5 Philosophy in Frost’s poetry

(1) According to Frost, a good poem “begins in delight and ends in wisdom”. It cannot give us a complete philosophy of life. But it can sometimes help us to live with the confusions of human life. In fact, the philosophy in Frost's poetry has much in common with Emerson's idea of “self-reliance”. 

(2) The Road Not Taken (1916) shows how individuals are forced to make choices in their lives. 

(3) In his blank verse play A Masque of Mercy (1947), Frost says, “The saddest thing in life / Is that the best thing in it should be courage.” Still, the individual is not completely alone in this world. “Countless ties of love and thought” connect him “to everything on earth”.

1.6 Langston Hughes (1902-1967)

1.6.1 Introduction

    1.6.2 “Dreams” (1925)
(1) Why must we stick to our dreams?

      (2) What images does the poet employ to describe the life once we lose our dreams?

1.6.3 “Me and the Mule”

(1) Why does the speaker identify himself with the mule?

      (2) What figure of speech does the poet employ in describing the mule?

1.6.4 “Border Line”

      (1) What is the theme of this poem?

      (2) Do you think the tone of the poem optimistic or pessimistic?

1.7 Archibald MacLeish (1892-1982)

    1.7.1 Introduction

    1.7.2 “Ars Poetica” (1926)
(1) What does the oet mean by claiming that “A poem should be palpable and mute”?

      (2) What kind of image is “the flight of birds”?

      (3) What is the relation between a poem and the moon?

      (4) Why should a poem be equal to “Not true”?

      (5) What has “the history of grief” to d with “An empty doorway and a maple leaf”?

(6) What are the “two lights above the sea”?

      (7) Does the poet use simile or metaphor when he describes what a poem should be? Give specific examples.

2. 基本概念和知识点
Edwin Arlington Robinson; Robert Frost; Carl Sandburg; Ezra Pound; Wallace

Stevens

3. 问题与应用

What is the philosophy in Robert Frost’s poetry? 

（三）思考与实践
What is the influence of Ezra Pound’s critical theories on many important American and British poets?

（四）教学方法与手段

1. 教学方法：课堂讲授与讨论相结合
2. 教学手段：多媒体课件

Part VII 20th-Century Drama

（一）目的与要求

1. 了解美国戏剧的发展与创作概况；

2. 解读奥尼尔、威廉斯和米勒的代表作。

3. 批评性研究、讨论美国当代戏剧与政治、社会发展的关系。
（二）教学内容
1. 主要内容

1.1 Introduction

1.1.1 the American theatre in the 19th century m many fine actors, but no great playwrights 

      (1) The American public demanded entertainment rather than art.

(2) Most plays were pure melodramas, filled with tears and moral lessons-The good were always rewarded and the wicked were punished.

(3) In the bigger theatres, a lot of money was spent to make the productions as big and exciting as possible. 

-They often showed fights and sometimes even a huge earthquake or a fire.

-As the technology of theatre productions advanced, they became more and more realistic.

    1.1.2 The “Little Theatre” movement around 1912

(1) It was a revolt against the big theatres, such as those on Broadway in New York City, whose main interest was making money.

(2) The “Little Theatres” were to be art theatres.

(3) Between 1912 and 1929, there were over a thousand Little Theatres across the country. 

1.2 Unit 18 Eugene Glastone O’ Neill (1888-1953)

1.2.1 Introduction

O’Neill helped American drama develop into a form of literature.

(1) He freed it from the character types of melodrama (the “pure” heroine, the kindly old father, etc.) 

(2) He changed the old characters of melodrama into realistic characters.

(3) Through his many plays he brought a wide range of new themes and styles to the stage. 

-Each play is an exploration of the human condition.

-His deep seriousness is shown by the fact that he wrote only one comedy (a very good one), Ah, Wilderness! (1933)

(4) In 1936, O’Neill won the Nobel Prize for Literature.

1.2.2 Theme—The theme of O Neill’s plays goes beyond the surfaces of life to study the forces behind life”.

(1) Fate is one of these forces.

-In many of his plays, fate is symbolized by “that old devil, sea”.

(2) Psychology is another of these “forces behind life”.

-O’Neill often uses the new psychology of Freud to deepen his dramas.

-O’Neill was one of the first playwrights to study the struggle inside a character's mind between conscious motives and unconscious needs.

1.2.3 Form—While most of O’Neill’s plays are realistic in form, he experimented with anti-realistic techniques.

(1) He sometimes “distorted” reality in order to “express” the inner meaning (or problem) in a play.

(2) The Hairy Ape (1922) is an important example of this “expressionism”.

The form of each of O’Neill’s plays is based upon the special dramatic needs of that play.

(3) He never echoes himself from play to play.

(4) Strange Interlude (1928)

-The most important action happens inside the minds of the main characters: We listen to them thinking.

-O’Neill takes the stream-of-consciousness technique from the novel and “dramatizes” it: The characters allow the audience to hear their inner thoughts.

-Although the experiment is successful, we find no “echo” of it in the author’s later work. 

1.2.4 Desire Under the Elms (1924)

(1) Notes

-a completely realistic drama set in 19th-century New England

-theme: sexual desire and the desire for land

-The structure of this tragedy is like a Bible story. But O’Neill gives the story Freudian meaning. 

      (2) Further Questions
        -What is Eben’s response to the murder of the infant?

        -Why does Abbie forgive Eben for informing against her?

        -How is Cabot affected by the murder?

        -What tragic elements are there in the play?
1.2.5 Long Day’s Journey into Night (1956)

(1) a triumph of realistic drama and O’Neill’s finest play

(2) It is about human responsibility and love-hate within a family.

(3) The action takes place in a Single day.

1.3 Unit 20 Tennessee Williams (1911-1983)

1.3.1 Introduction

(1) Williams’s characters often express a fear of reality, and of the destructive power of time.

      (2) Blanche Dubois, in A Streetcar Named Desire (1947), lives in a world of unreality.

(3) Williams seems to see life as a game which cannot be won.

-In one way or another, almost all of his Characters are defeated.

-But his message does not end there-As Maggie, the heroine of Cat on a Hot Tin Roof (1955), says, “. . . life has got to be allowed to continue even after the dream of life is over.”

1.3.2 A Streetcar Named Desire (1947)

  (1) What does the title of the play stand for?
  (2) What is Stanley and Stella’s neighborhood like?
  (3) What is Belle Reve?

(4) What does Stanley know about Blanche’s past?
1.4 Unit 23 Arthur Miller (1915-2005)

    1.4.1 Introduction
(1) The world of Tennessee Williams is ruled by irrational forces. The world of Arthur Miller, however, is quite rational.

        -Miller believes that things happen for a reason.

        -Unlike Williams, Miller believes that “life has meaning”.

        -This makes Miller's plays seem more intellectual than Williams.

(2) The past has a direct influence on the present in Miller's plays.

-“We live in a world made by men and the past. Art makes the interconnections palpable. People are connected to each other through responsibility.” (Arthur Miller)

-Often in his plays, characters learn to take responsibility for their past actions.

(3) Miller’s plays often set up a dramatic situation in order to prove an intellectual point.

-He uses the technique of giving the audience information about past events little by little.

-The new information changes the way we see the present situation.

-Little by little, false ideas of reality are erased and the underlying truth comes out. 

1.4.2 Death of a Salesman (1949)

(1) Notes

-Miller’s best-known play.

-Willy Loman, an aging salesman, cannot understand his lifetime of failure. His business is failing and his favorite son hates him.
-The play shows that all of these failures are caused by false dreams.

-One of these false dreams is the American Dream of financial success.

(2) Further Questions
-Is Willy Loman tragic or pathetic? Is this play a tragedy in the classical sense of the word? Does it make any difference if this play is not a tragedy?
-What is the function of the intermingling of present and past, and of illusion and reality in the play?

-We do not know what Willy sells in the play and we do not know if the insurance money will be paid to his family. Why does the playwright leave these uncertainties for us.
2. 基本概念和知识点
the “ Little Theatre” movement; Eugene O’Neill, Tennessee Williams and Arthur Miller

3. 问题和应用

What is the significance of the “Little Theatre” movement?

（三）思考与实践
1. What is Eugene O’Neill’s contribution to American drama?

2. What do Tennessee Williams’ characters often express?

3. What faith do Arthur Miller’s plays show?
（四）教学方法与手段

1. 教学方法：课堂讲授与讨论相结合
2. 教学手段：多媒体课件

Part VIII 20th-Century American Poets (II)

（一）目的与要求

1. 了解二十世纪下半叶美国诗歌的概况；

2. 解读二十世纪下半叶美国主要诗人的代表作；

3. 对比二十世纪下半叶中国主要诗人的代表作，引导学生阅读诗歌、分析诗歌，扎根感性认识，逐渐上升至理性认识。
（二）教学内容
1. 主要内容
1.1 Introduction Unit 22 20th-Century American Poets (II)

1.2 Robert Lowell (917-1977)

1.2.1 Introduction

1.2.2 “Skunk Hour” (1957)
  (1) The poem’s title is “Skunk Hour,” what is the implication of this title?

  (2) Does the society appear normal in the narrator’s eye?

  (3) What is the reaction of the narrator when he hears the music from the car radio?
1.3 Elizabeth Bishop (1911-1979)

1.3.1 Introduction 

1.3.2 “In the Waiting Room” (1971)

(1) How old was the poet when she visited the dentist’s witing room in Worcester, Massachusetts in 1918?
(2) Is there any relationship between the painful cry of her aunt and the date on the cover of the National Geographic?

(3) What does the narrator find out with a surprise?

(4) why does she identify herself with her aunt and others?

(5) Whom does the narrator refer to as “you” in the second stanza?

(6) Why does she feel so strange at that moment?

(7) The brightly-lit waiting room forms a sharp contrast with the dark and cold night outside. What symbolic meaning do you think the dark night might have?
1.4 Allen Ginsberg (1926-1997)

1.4.1 Introduction

1.4.2 “A Supermarket in California” (1956)
(1) All through the poem, the speaker is addressing to Walt Whitman. Is this poem about Walt Whitman or about modern America?
(2) If Whitman were alive today, do you think he would frequent the supermarket? State your reasons.
(3) What is speaker’s reaction to modern America?
1.5 Sylvia Plath (1932-1963)

1.5.1 Introduction 

1.5.2 “Point Shirley” (1960)

(1) Can you explain why the narrator should describe the sea as “the sluttish, rutted sea”?
(2) Why does the narrator later call the sea in the last stanza but one “the dog-faced sea”?
(3) What does the “bloody red” setting sun symbolize?
1.5.3 “Fire and Ice” (1920)

1.6 Robert Hayden (1913-1980)

1.6.1 Introduction

    1.6.2 “Frederick Douglass” (1947)
(1) In this poem, freedom is both “beautiful” and a “terrible thing.” Can you explain the exact meaning of this paradox?

      (2) What makes Frederick Douglass representative of freedom?

      (3) For what kind of things will Frederick Douglass be remembered?
1.7 Robert Bly (1926-2021)

    1.7.1 Introduction

    1.7.2 “Driving Through Minnesota During the Hanoi Bombing” (1980s)
(1) What kind of person is the speaker in the poem?

      (2) Similarly, what does “you” in the poem represent? Why is this person so envious and afraid of the speaker?
      (3) In the line “Bringing the gifts that y ancestors grave,” what do the “gifts” refer to? List some of them.

2. 基本概念和知识点
Robert Lowell; Elizabeth Bishop; Theodore Roethke; Sylvia Plath; Robert Bly
4. 问题与应用

What are the features of the poems of this period? 

（三）思考与实践
When you compare the poems of the 2nd half of the 20th century with those of the 1st half of the 20th century, what conclusion could you draw?

（四）教学方法与手段

1. 教学方法：课堂讲授与讨论相结合
2. 教学手段：多媒体课件

Part IX Contemporary Literature

（一）目的与要求

1. 了解美国当代文学创作的概况

2. 了解美国当代史概况，引导学生理解二战进程和结果对美国社会和文化的影响，帮助学生理解这个阶段的文学流派，透视二战后社会运动和文学思潮的根因，形成正确的世界历史观。

（二）教学内容
1. 主要内容
 1.1 Unit 24 Saul Bellow (1915-2005)

1.1.1 Introduction

1.1.2 “Looking for Mr. Green” (1951)
(1) Each of the characters in the story—Grebe, Raynor, the janitor, Staika, the Italian grocer, Field—either explicitly or implicitly embodies as a certain attitude toward life. Can you identify or characterize these attitudes?
(2) Why does it become increasingly important to Grebe that there is “a real Mr. Green”?
(3) What are we to make of the story’s conclusion? Is it optimistic, pessimistic, or simply ambivalent and inclusive?
  1.2 Unit 25 Joseph Heller (1923-1999)

1.2.1 Introduction

1.2.2 Catch-22 (1961)
(1) In what way is the hospital scene related to Yossarian’s reminiscence of Snowden?
(2) How are we to understand the message Yossarian reads in Snowden’s entrails?
(3) What are the major sources of Heller’s humor?
  1.3 Unit 26 Toni Morrison (1931-2019)

1.3.1 Introduction

1.3.2 “Recitatif” (1983)
(1) Why does the author choose Twyla as the narrator of the story? How is she characterized?
(2) In what ways are the changes in time and space essential ingredients of the story?
(3) Why does Roberta cry at the end of the story?
1.4 Unit 27 Louise Erdrich (1954-1940)

1.4.1 Introduction
1.4.2 “Lulu’s Boys” (1993)

(1) What do you think is Beverly’s purpose of claiming Henry Junior? Do you agree with Beverly that Elsa would take to the child?
(2) What does the remembered poker game tell us about Lulu? What do you think of her personality as a whole?

(3) What are the possible effects of the time leaps in the story?
2. 基本概念和知识点
post-war fiction; Postmodernism; postmodern fiction; Postmodernity
3. 问题与应用

What are the new and important themes in the post-war literary creations? 

（三）思考与实践

What did the American war novels in the post-war era mostly write about?

（四）教学方法与手段

1. 教学方法：课堂讲授与讨论相结合
2. 教学手段：多媒体课件

五、各教学环节学时分配

	                     教学环节

   教学时数

课程内容
	讲

课
	习

题

课
	讨

论

课
	其他教

学环节
	小

计

	Introduction to American Literature
	1.5
	
	0.5
	
	2

	Part I The Colonial Period
	1.5
	
	0.5
	
	2

	Part II The Enlightenment and Revolutionary Period
	3
	
	1
	
	4

	Part III The Romantic Period
	10
	
	1
	1
	12

	Part IV The Period of Realism and Naturalism
	6
	
	1
	1
	8

	Part V The Era of Modernism 
	10
	
	1
	1
	12

	Part VI 20th-Century American Poets (I)
	2
	
	1
	1
	4

	Part VII 20th-Century Drama
	5
	
	1
	2
	8

	Part VIII 20th-Century American Poets (II)
	2
	
	1
	1
	4

	Part IX Contemporary Literature
	6
	
	1
	1
	8

	合计
	47
	
	9
	8
	64


六、课程考核

（一）考核方式

考查

（二）成绩构成

平时成绩50%，期末考试50%

（三）成绩考核标准

1. 平时成绩（50%）

1) 课堂考勤，占总评10%；

2) 课堂及课后作业（阅读/写作）15次，占总评15%；

3) 课堂讨论及课堂参与，占总评15%；

4) 课堂演示，占总评10%。

2. 期末考试（50%）

七、推荐教材和教学参考资源

（一）推荐教材

陶洁.美国文学选读（第三版）.北京：高等教育出版社，2011.

（二）教学参考资源

参考书目
1. 常耀信.美国文学简史.天津：南开大学出版社，2006.

2. 吴伟仁.美国文学史及选读（重排版）上、下册.北京：外语教学与研究出版社，2011.

3. XI Jinping. The Governance of China.《习近平谈治国理政》.

4. Levine, Robert S et al., The Norton Anthology of American Literature, 9th ed., W. W. Norton &Company, 2016.

5. Gray, Richard. A Brief History of American Literature. Beijing: The Higher Education Press, 2014.

6. Shiach, Morag, ed. The Cambridge Companion to the Modernist Novel. Cambridge University Press, 2010.

7. Pizer, Donald. The Cambridge Companion to American Realism. Cambridge University Press, 1988.

    8. Baym, Nina, and Levine, Robert S. The Norton Anthology of American Literature. New York: WW Norton & Co., 2012.
网页资源

1. https://americanliterature.com/
2. http://www.modernamericanpoetry.org/dashboard
3. http://www.poetry.org/
4. http://www.sparknotes.com/
5. 中国日报双语新闻公众号.
6. http://www.chinadaily.com.cn
7.中英双语 | 二十大报告全文.https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s?__biz=MzIzODU5MzcxNg==&mid=2247553514&idx=1&sn=e2b8bedde0a3e421ad8dc0b2f361880b&chksm=e934a231de432b27cca8231990c787ce2fd4ee75190f12d5b686d20ca48185a96985a7ece186&scene=27
八、其它说明
授课老师可以根据各章节有侧重点进行授课，可根据实际情况调整授课学时分配。
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