《美国英语与美国文化》课程教学大纲

一、课程基本信息

课程代码：16220602
课程名称：美国英语与美国文化
英文名称：American English and American Culture

课程类别：通识课选修课 
学    时：32
学　　分：2
适用对象: 非英语专业
考核方式：考试
先修课程：三水非英语专业学生
二、课程简介
《美国英语与美国文化》专门针对广东财经大学非英语专业学生开设的大学英语系列通识课程之一。该课程是以认识和解读美国文化为切入点，深化语言学习与文化学习的内涵关联，提升学习语言的实效和在真实世界中的应用能力。在提高学生文化意识的基础上，提高学生的跨文化交际能力和批判性思维能力，最终达到提高综合语言应用能力。
该课程持续16周，每周2节课，共32学时。教学采取以学生为中心, 教师讲授为引导，学生阅读与主题讨论为辅助的模式；将面授与机助学习，课内讲授和课后自主学习紧密结合起来。本课程的教学评估包括形成性评估和终结性评估。
    American English and American Culture is an optional course for non-English majors as one of the liberal education courses. It takes the American culture as the breakthrough point and enhances the connotation between American English and American culture to help students improve their ability of language using in the real world. On the basis of improving students' cultural awareness, students' intercultural communicative competence and critical thinking ability should be improved so as to prepare for their further study. Furthermore, the ultimate purpose of this course is to urge them to become high-end bilingual talents with international views.

The course lasts one semesters, 32 periods in all. The teaching process consists of lectures by the teacher, in-class and out-of-class reading and discussing. The evaluation of this course includes formative assessment and summative assessment.
三、课程性质与教学目的
《美国英语与美国文化》是一门通识选修课，其主要目的是介绍美国的地理概貌、政治制度、经济概况、文化传统、体育娱乐、宗教信仰及社会生活等方面的基本知识，有助于学生掌握美国的地理特征、重大历史事件和政治经济制度；了解美利坚民族的思维方式、价值观念及生活方式；并将语言和文化很好地结合起来，更好地掌握和运用英语语言，加深对语言和文化的理解，增强对文化差异的敏感性，提高批判性思维能力，达到扩大知识面、巩固和提高英语水平之目的。同时，通过该课程学习，训练同学们运用图书馆、互联网等查找资料的学术能力、熟练地运用英语表达所掌握的知识的能力，并且大大提升同学们的学术英语阅读能力。
四、教学内容及要求 

第一章  United States：the Land and the People
（一）目的与要求
In this unit students will:

•  become more aware of American location and size, geographical features, natural resources, climate and seven state regions;

•  learn about the history of the earlier settlers and immigrants to the U.S.;

Recognize the main influences major immigrants have had on American English vocabulary; 

•  understand the images of America ----- Metaphors for America;

find out the major racial and ethnic groups.

（二）教学内容
主要内容
1) American location and size, geographical features, natural resources, and climate;

2) Seven state regions;

3) History of the earlier settlers and immigrants to the U.S.;

4) The main influences immigrants have had on American English vocabulary；
5) The images of America ----- Metaphors for America;

6）Major racial and ethnic groups.

2. 基本概念和知识点
1) American location, size, geographical features and climate;

2) Seven state regions: 

A. New England；
B. The Middle Atlantic；
C. The Northeast；
D. The South; 

E. The Midwest; 

F. The Southwest; 

G. The West

3) History of the earlier settlers and immigrants to the U.S.:

   A. The first Americans: the Indians

B. Earlier Immigrants

i. The Discovery and Settlement

ii. Enduring Settlements 

a. The first enduring settlement

b. The second enduring settlement

 c. The third enduring settlement

d. The fourth enduring settlement

              C. Immigration Waves

           4） The main influences immigrants have had on American English vocabulary：
              A. Words from Germany: noodle, pretzel, etc.; 

              B. Words from Dutch: Santa Claus, boss, bedspread, dumb, etc.;

5) The images of America ----- Metaphors for America:

   A.  A Nation of Nations

   B.  Melting Pot

   C.  Salad Bowl

6) Major racial and ethnic groups: 

    A.  American Indians

    B.  Anglo-Saxon Americans

    C.  Non-WASP Whites

    D.  Blacks 

    C.  Hispanics

3．问题与应用（能力要求）
1）Why do younger generations prefer the image of Salad Bowel/Mosaic to the image of Melting Pot?

2） What do you think of the advantages and disadvantages of the fact that the U.S is made up of people from so many different cultural backgrounds?

3） What were the main economic factors that led many early immigrants to go to America? What political and religious reasons caused people to emigrate from Europe to America?

（三）思考与实践
1)  Try to sort out some reasons for the decline of European immigration and the rise of Asian and Latin Immigration to the US. Are those reasons closely related to economic elements?

2)  As many immigrants left Europe to America to escape political or religious persecutions, this was bound to influence their ideas on the kind of society and government they wanted to have in America. What do you think those ideas were?

（四）教学方法与手段

本章教学主要采用的方法和手段: 课堂讲授、多媒体教学、团队合作、分组讨论、课堂讨论。

第二章  Basic American Values and Beliefs
（一）目的与要求
In this unit students will:

•  become more aware of American national characteristics;

•  understand basic American values and beliefs.

（二）教学内容
主要内容
1) American national characteristics;

2) basic American values and beliefs.

2. 基本概念和知识点
1) American national characteristics;

A.  A People on the Move 

    B.  Risk-takers and Experimenters

    C.  Informality

    D.  Truth vs Courtesy

    E.  Criticizing Authority

    F.  Americans Think from Small to Large

    G.  American’s attitude towards time
2) Basic American values and beliefs;

A.  Individual Freedom and Self-Reliance

    B.  Equality of Opportunity and Competition

    C.  Material Wealth and Hard Work

 3) What influences American national characteristics, basic American values and beliefs bring to American English？
    A.  Expressions about time: Time is money; 

    B.  Expressions about change;

    C.  Expressions about self.
 3．
问题与应用（能力要求）
Why material worship?
（三）思考与实践
     Name and explain some of the most important American characteristics that you think we Chinese lack but which are or should be very important to us.
（四）教学方法与手段

本章教学主要采用的方法和手段: 课堂讲授、多媒体教学、团队合作、分组讨论、课堂讨论。

第三章  American Political and Government System

（一）目的与要求
In this unit students will:

•  know more about American Constitution;

•  familiarize American Federal Government; 

become more aware of American Bipartisan Politics;

•  understand American Presidential Elections.

（二）教学内容
主要内容
1) American Constitution;

2) American Federal Government; 

3) American Bipartisan Politics;

4) American Presidential Elections.

2. 基本概念和知识点
1) American Constitution:

   A. Key Concepts in the Constitution

B. Provisions for Amendment

2) American Federal Government:

A. The Legislative Branch

a. Bicameral Congress

b. Qualifications of Members of Congress

c. Powers of Congress 

B. The executive Branch

a. The Presidency

b. Presidential Qualifications and Terms

c. Presidential Powers

C. The Judicial Branch

a. The Federal Court System

b. Judicial Powers

3) American Bipartisan Politics:

  A. Two-party System

  B. Differences of the Two Parties

  C. Party Organization

4) American Presidential Elections.

   A. Step 1: Primaries and Caucuses

   B. Step 2: National Party Conventions

   C. Step 3: The Campaign

   D. Step 4: The Electoral College

   E. The Presidential Inauguration

 3．
问题与应用（能力要求）
Explain the main principles on which American federal government is based. How are the power of the National Government separated among the three branches? Use examples to show how the system of checks-and-balances operates?
（三）思考与实践
     How are government and politics in the United States a reflection of the social and cultural life of the society?
（四）教学方法与手段

本章教学主要采用的方法和手段: 课堂讲授、多媒体教学、团队合作、分组讨论、课堂讨论。

第四章  American Education

（一）目的与要求
In this unit students will:

•  know more about American Education – A System of No System;

•  familiarize Characteristics of American Education; 

understand Structure of American Education; 

compare American Higher Education System and Chinese Higher Education System;

•. master some Vocabulary on Education.

（二）教学内容
主要内容
1) American Education – A System of No System;

2) Characteristics of American Education; 

3)  Structure of American Education; 

4)  American Higher Education versus Chinese Higher Education;

5) Vocabulary on Education.

2. 基本概念和知识点
1) American Education – A System of No System:

A. The Goal of American Education

B. American Commitment to Education
2) Characteristics of American Education

3) Structure of American Education

    A. Elementary School
    B. Secondary School  

    C. Higher Education 

4)  American Higher Education and Chinese Higher Education;

5) Vocabulary on Education.

 3．
问题与应用（能力要求）
     What are some of the characteristics in education that are particularly American? Make a comparative study of the goal of education, and what and how the students learn in America and China through historical perspectives?
（三）思考与实践
Why American schools have more international students than any other countries?

      Find some historical facts to show the American commitment to education.

（四）教学方法与手段

本章教学主要采用的方法和手段: 课堂讲授、多媒体教学、团队合作、分组讨论、课堂讨论。

第五章  American Social Life

（一）目的与要求
In this unit students will:

•  know more about American Family and Life;

•  know more about American Social Security; 

become more aware of “Free Market of Religion”;

understand Overview of American Economy;

•  understand American Justice and Law.

（二）教学内容
主要内容
1) American Family and Life;

2) American Social Security; 

3) “Free Market of Religion”;

4) American Justice and Law;

5) Overview of American Economy

2. 基本概念和知识点
1) American Family and Life:

A. Family Patterns and Family Life

B. Changes of Women’s Roles

C. Class Structure and Family

2) American Social Security:

A. History of American Social Security

B. Major Benefit Program 

3) “Free Market of Religion”:

A. Religion and the Founding of American Republic

B. Political Influence of Religion

C. Religious Beliefs in America

D. Characteristics of Religion in America

4) American Justice and Law:

A. The American Legal System

B. The Judicial System

C. The Jury Trial

5) Overview of American Economy

A. Major Factors Contributing to the American Success

B. A Mixed Economy: The U.S. System

C. Government’s Role in the Economy 

 3．
问题与应用（能力要求）
In What way do you think that religious freedom was a historical necessity in the United States? What are some of the features in religion that are particularly American?
（三）思考与实践
    What advantages does the United States enjoy in terms of the basic ingredients of an economic system? Make a comparative study of the present Chinese and American economic systems, and find out in what way and to what extent they are different.
（四）教学方法与手段

本章教学主要采用的方法和手段: 课堂讲授、多媒体教学、团队合作、分组讨论、课堂讨论。

第六章  American Cultural Life

（一）目的与要求
In this unit students will:

•  know more about American Way of Life;

•  become more aware of American Manners and Courtesies in Social Life; 

know more about American Holiday and Festivals;

know more about American Recreation;

（二）教学内容
主要内容
1) American Way of Life;

2) American Manners and Courtesies in Social Life; 

3) American Holiday and Festivals;

4) American Recreation;

2. 基本概念和知识点
1) American Way of Life:

A. American Food and Drink

B. American Eating Custom and Practice

C. Eating Out
2) American Manners and Courtesies in Social Life: 

A. Friendship of American Style

B. When Invited by an American Family

C. Ladies First

D. Paying for a Drink or a Date, and Tipping

3) American Holiday and Festivals:

A. Thanksgiving

B. Martin Luther King Day

C. Presidents’ Day

D. Memorial Day

E. Independence Day

F. Veteran’s Day

4) American Recreation:

A. Sports in America

B. American Football

C. American Basketball

D. American Baseball

E. Other Spare Time Activities

 3．
问题与应用（能力要求）
      Why are Americans sports-lovers? In what way do sports reflect American culture?
（三）思考与实践
    Discuss the similarities and differences between Americans and Chinese concerning friendship, hospitality, gift-giving, communication at a party, and paying the bill for food and drink.
（四）教学方法与手段

本章教学主要采用的方法和手段: 课堂讲授、多媒体教学、团队合作、分组讨论、课堂讨论。

五、各教学环节学时分配
	教学环节

教学时数


课程内容
	讲

课
	习

题

课
	讨

论

课
	实验
	其他教学环节
	小

计

	第一章
	4
	1
	1
	
	
	6

	第二章
	2
	1
	1
	
	
	4

	第三章
	4
	1
	1
	
	
	6

	第四章
	2
	1
	1
	
	
	4

	第五章
	2
	1
	1
	
	
	4

	第六章
	2
	1
	1
	
	
	4

	 复  习 
	
	1
	1
	
	
	2

	合计
	16
	7
	7
	
	
	30
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七、其他说明
大纲修订人：   董莉                      修订日期：2015年8月
大纲审定人：   陈冬纯   肖薇             审定日期：2017年10月
思政教学案例
案例一：

unit1: United States：the Land and the People
Teaching objectives: In this unit students will:

1. become more aware of American location and size, geographical features, natural resources, climate and seven state regions;

2. learn about the history of the earlier settlers and immigrants to the U.S.;

3. Recognize the main influences major immigrants have had on American English vocabulary; 

4. understand the images of America ----- Metaphors for America;

5. find out the major racial and ethnic groups.

Emotional objectives: students get to know:

1. the religious persecution in England

2. the change of relations of American Indians with European settlers

3. west expansion and merciless plundering and slaughtering of native Americans
Value objectives: students get to know from history the fact:

1. being lagged behind means being bullied and knocked out.

2. building our country strong is our responsibility and the only way to survive.

Teaching steps:

1. teacher gives a lecture about the general history of the US.

2. students work in groups to search on line to know about native americans in history:
  A. early relationship with European immigrants

  B. the decline in population during the West Movement

  C. reservations for natives

  D. present living conditions of natives

3. students report in class what they have got 

4. teacher makes conclusions 
Conclusions:

The early development of the US was built on the blood and tear of native American people. The brutal invasion and destruction to the American natives brought by the European settlers should not be forgotten. Our Chinese young people should be aware that to build a strong country is the only way to suvive the world of fierce competition.
案例二：

Unit 3: American Political and Government System

Teaching objectives: In this unit students will:
1. know more about American Constitution;

2. familiarize American Federal Government; 

3. become more aware of American Bipartisan Politics;

4. understand American Presidential Elections.

Emotional objectives: students get to know:

1. drawbacks of seperation of powers

2. the control of election by capital

3. the corruption of check and balance system
Value objectives: 

1. The truth of American democracy

2. the superiority of our political system which represents the interest of the vast majority of people

3. to boost the love of our country and the confidence in the prosperity of our nation.
Teaching steps:

1. teacher gives a lecture about the political system of the US.

2. students work in groups to make contrast and comprison of American and Chinese political systems

3. students do presentations in class and discuss the advantages and disadvantages of both political systems

4. recommend the TV program of 《这，就是中国》(张维为) to students

5. teacher makes conclusions
Conclusion:

The mask of the US democracy should be torn down and the nature of the seperation of powers is a show by the ruling class to fool the public. The capital has long controlled the so-called democratic voting and only those who can represent the interest of the dominant can be elected. Despite the inperfections of our present system, our country is carrying out a series of reform to further perfect it. And we have attained remarkle achievements in the past decades and we have confidence in create a splendid future.  
案例三：

 Unit5：American Social Life

Teaching objectives: In this unit students will:

1. know more about American Family and Life;

2. know more about American Social Security; 

3. become more aware of “Free Market of Religion”;

4. understand Overview of American Economy;

5. understand American Justice and Law.

Emotional objectives: students get to know:

1. the corruption of judicial system in the US

2. the social problems and crimes in the US

Value objectives:

1. unfairness in judiciary and the control of powerful people over jury and the trial in the US 

2. high rates of crime and poor sense of security in the US 

3. security and harmony in China

Teaching steps:

1. teacher gives a lecture about the judicial system of the US.

2. recommend to students the movie Runaway Jury 《失控的陪审团》to know about a typical trial swayed by the powerful.
3. students work in groups to make contrast and comprison of American and Chinese judicial systems.
4. studens do presentations in class and discuss the advantages and disadvantages of both political systems.

5. teacher makes the conclusion:

Conclusions:

The seemingly fair jury system in the US is just a fantasy. The jury can easily be controlled and manipulated by those with great power. To seek equality and fairness is but a distant dream in a “money talks” country. The social problems and insecurity caused by the legal possession of guns are a paradox and tricky. We should be grateful for the security we enjoy in our country.  
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