《语言学概论（英）》课程教学大纲

一、课程基本信息 
课程代码：16083302
课程名称：语言学概论（英）

英文名称：Introduction to Linguistics For Students of English
课程类别：专业课
学    时：32学时        
学　　分：2学分

适用对象: 英语专业

考核方式：考查

先修课程：专业技能课

二、课程简介 
《语言学概论（英）》课程是英语专业必修课程，为英语语言文学各专业本科生提供语言学的基础理论知识。本课程介绍现代语言学一个世纪以来语言研究各个领域所取得的重要成果，包括语言学的重要区分、语言的定义、特征和功能，重点介绍结构主义语言学、生成语法理论对语言的三个层面即音系、语法和语义的描述，即语言学的核心分支音系学、形态学、句法、语义学和语用学的基本概念和理论以及分析方法。同时，会用马克思主义的语言观来评价语言学家的研究路径。通过本课程的学习，学生应掌握语言学基本概念、理论知识和分析方法，并能运用所学理论和方法分析和解释语言现象。

Introduction to Linguistics for Students of English is a compulsory course, providing the students of English majors with some basic theories and specialized knowledge in linguistics. The course, starting from Saussure’s language views, introduces the important research achievements in the scope of linguistics, important distinctions in linguistics, definition of language, design features of language and functions of language. The important points of this course lie in the description of sound system, structure system and meaning system, namely, the core branches of linguistics: phonology, morphology, syntax, semantics and pragmatics from perspectives of structuralism, generative grammar. Meanwhile, Marxist language view will be used to evaluate some linguistic theories and approaches. After the study of the course, the students will learn the basic concepts and theories in linguistics and methods  for linguistic researches. They are expected to be able to apply the linguistic concepts and theories to analyze and explain language phenomena.    

三、课程性质与教学目的 
《语言学概论（英）》课程是为英语专业本科生开设的英语专业必修课之一。本课程的开设旨在帮助学生掌握英语语言学的基本概念、理论知识，培养学生的语言意识和逻辑思维能力，提高学生对语言现象的观察和分析的能力，为学生进一步学习语言学及其相关学科、进行语言学及其相关领域的研究打下良好的基础。

四、教学内容及要求 
Chapter One  Introduction   

目的与要求

Students will learn
The definition of linguistics.

The major branches of linguistics.

What each branch study?

Some distinctions in linguistics.

The definitions of language.

Design features of human language

Functions of human language
Marxist view on language       

教学内容

1. 主要内容

1.1 What is linguistics?

1.1.1 Definition 

Linguistics is generally defined as the scientific study of language. Linguistics studies not any particular language, but it studies languages in general. It is a scientific study because it is based on the systematic investigation of linguistic data, conducted with reference to some general theory of language structure. 

1.1.2 The scope of linguistics

The study of language as a whole is often called general linguistics. The scope of linguistics covers: phonetics, phonology, morphology, syntax, semantics, pragmatics, sociolinguistics, psycholinguistics, applied linguistics.
1.1.3 Some important distinctions in linguistics

1.1.3.1 Prescriptive vs. descriptive

If a linguistic study aims to describe and analyze the language people actually use, it is said to be descriptive; if the linguistic study aims to lay down rules for “correct and standard” behavior in using language, it is said to be prescriptive. 

1.1.3.2 Synchronic vs. diachronic

The description of a language at some point of time in history is a synchronic study; the description of a language as it changes through time is a diachronic study.    

1.1.3.3 Speech and writing

Speech and writing are the two major media of linguistic communication. Modern linguistics regards the spoken language as the natural or the primary medium of human language for some obvious reasons. From the point of view of linguistic evolution, speech is prior to writing. The writing system of any language is always “invented” by its users to record speech when the need arises.  

1.1.3.4 Langue and parole

The distinction between langue and parole was made by the Swiss linguist F. de Saussure

 HYPERLINK "de%20Saussure.ppt"  in the early 20th century. Langue and parole are French words. Langue refers to the abstract linguistic system shared by all the members of a speech community, and parole refers to the realization of language in actual use.  
1.1.3.5 Competence and performance

The distinction between competence and performance was proposed by the American linguist N. Chomsky in the late 1950’s. Chomsky defines competence as the ideal user’s knowledge of the rules of his language, and performance the actual realization of this knowledge in linguistic communication.  

1.1.3.6 Traditional grammar and modern linguistics

Traditional grammar refers to the studies of language before the publication of F. de Saussure’s book Course in General Linguistics in 1916. 

Modern linguistics differs from traditional grammar in several basic ways. First, modern linguistics is descriptive while traditional grammar is prescriptive. Second, Modern linguistics regards the spoken language as primary not the written. Then, modern linguistics differs from traditional grammar also in that it does not force languages into a Latin-based framework.

1.2 What is language?

1.2.1 Definitions of language 

Language is a purely human and non-instinctive method of communicating ideas, emotions and desires by means of voluntarily produced symbols. (Sapir, 1921)

From now on I will consider language to be a set (finite or infinite) of sentences, each finite in length and constructed out of a finite set of elements. (Chomsky, 1957)

Language is “the institution whereby humans communicate and interact with each other by means of habitually used oral-auditory symbols.” (Hall, 1968)

Language is a system of arbitrary vocal symbols used for human communication. 

Language is a system, i.e., elements of language are combined according to rules. Language is arbitrary in the sense that there is no intrinsic connection between a linguistic symbol and what the symbol stands for. Language is vocal because the primary medium for all language is sound. Language is human specific.

1.2.2 Design features

1.2.2.1 Arbitrariness

Language is arbitrary. This means that there is not logical connection between meanings and sounds. 
1.2.2.2 Productivity

Language is productive or creative in that it makes possible the construction and interpretation of new signals by its users. 

1.2.2.3 Duality

Language is a system, which consists of two sets of structures, or two levels. At the lower or basic level there is a structure of sounds, which are meaningless by themselves. But the sounds of language can be grouped and regrouped into a large number of units of meaning, which are found at the higher level of the system. This duality of structure or double articulation of language enables its users to talk about anything within their knowledge.

1.2.2.4 Displacement

Language can be used to refer to contexts removed from the immediate situations of the speaker. This is what “displacement” means. This property provides speakers with an opportunity to talk about a wide range of things (past, present, real or imagined), free from barriers caused by separation in time and place. 

1.2.2.5 Cultural transmission

While human capacity for language has a genetic basis , i. e., we were all born with the ability to acquire language, the details of any language system are not genetically transmitted, but instead have to be taught and learned. This shows that language is culturally transmitted. It is passed from one generation to the next through teaching and learning, rather than by instinct.

Those design features distinguish human language from animal communication systems

1.2.3 Functions of human language

Three main functions are often recognized of language: the descriptive function, the expressive function, and the social function, which are supposedly distinct from each other but actually overlapping to some degree.

Based on the tripartite division, R. Jakobson identified six elements of a speech event (addresser, addressee, context, message, contact and code) and relates each one of them to one specific language function. 
Addresser—Emotive (to express the addresser’s attitudes, feelings and emotions),

Addressee—Conative (to persuade and influence the addressee’s course or ways of thinking through commands and requests), 

Context—Referential (to convey a message and information),

Message—oetic (to indulge in language for its own sake),

Contact—Phatic communion (to establish or maintain good communion interpersonal relationship with the addressee)

Code—Metalinguistic (to make clear the meaning of language itself).

Halliday proposes a theory of metafunctions of language, that is, language has ideational, interpersonal and textual functions. Ideational function constructs a model of experience as well as logical relations, interpersonal function enacts social relationships and textual function creates relevance to context. 

1.3 Marxist view on language

1.3.1 How to use Marxist materialist and dialectical view to look at Saussure

1.3.2 How to use Marxist materialist and dialectical view to look at M. A. K. Halliday

1.3.3 How to use Marxist materialist and dialectical view to look at N. Chomsky.
2. 基本概念和知识点
1）linguistics and the scope of linguistics;

2）Some important distinctions in linguistics

3）Language and its design features

4）Functions of language                       

3．问题与应用（能力要求）
1）How do you interpret the difference between “to study language” and “to study a language”?
2） What do the noises made by animals have in common with human language? And what are the major differences between the two?        
思考与实践

1. How do you interpret the following definition of linguistics: Linguistics is the scientific study of language.

2. What are the major branches of linguistics? What does each of them study?

3. In what basic ways does modern linguistic differ from traditional grammar?
4. Is modern linguistics mainly synchronic or diachronic? Why?
5. For what reason does modern linguistics give priority to speech rather than writing?

6. How is Saussure’s distinction between langue and parole similar to Chomsky’s distinction between competence and performance?

7. What characteristics of language do you think should be included in a good, comprehensive definition of language?

8. What are the main features of human language that have been specified by C. Hockett to show that it is essentially different from animal communication system?

9. What are the major functions of language? Think of your own examples for illustration.
教学方法与手段

1. 课堂讲授，课堂讨论，提问，回答问题，头脑风暴，调查研究等。

2. 多媒体、网络辅助教学、电子教案。

Chapter Two  Phonology
(一) 目的与要求

Students will learn:
1. The phonic medium of language

2. What phonetics is

3. Organs of speech

4. IPA: Orthographic representation of speech sounds—broad and narrow transcription

(4-1 Introduction to Chinese Pinyin)
5. Classification of English speech sounds

6. What phonology is

7. Phone, phoneme, and allophone

8. Phonemic contrast, complementary distribution and minimal pair

9. Some rules in phonology

10. Suprasegmental features: stress, tone, intonaiton
10-1: syllable and tone in Chinese
Students will be able to analyze the phonological structures and be able to distinguish an English word from non-English word. Students will also be able to know that different stress and intonation in English words and sentences may lead to different meaning.

(二) 教学内容

1. 主要内容

2.1 The phonic medium of language
Speech and writing are the two media or substance used by natural languages as vehicles for communication. Language is first perceived through its sounds. Thus the study of sounds is of great importance in linguistics. The limited range of sound produced by humans through their speech organs and meaningful in human communication constitutes the phonic medium of language; and the individual sounds within this range are the speech sounds.
2.2 Phontics

2.2.1 What is phonetics? 

Phonetics is defined as the study of the phonic medium of language; it is concerned with all the sounds that occur in the world’s languages.

Phonetics looks at speech sounds from three distinct but related points of view, that is, articulatory phonetics, auditory phonetics, and acoustic phonetics.

2.2.2 Organs of speech

The articulatory apparatus of a human being are contained in three important areas: the pharyngeal cavity — the throat, the oral cavity — the mouth, and the nasal cavity — the nose.
2.2.3 Orthographic representation of speech sounds — broad and narrow transcriptions
International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) is standardized and internationally accepted system of phonetic transcription. Its basic principle is using one letter selected from major European languages to represent one speech sound.  

The IPA provides its users with another set of symbols called diacritics, which are added to the letter-symbols to bring out the finer distinctions than the letters alone may possibly do.
Broad transcription is the one with letter-symbols only and narrow transcription is that with diacritics. The former is normally used in dictionaries and teaching textbooks for general purposes while the latter is needed and used by the phoneticians in their study of speech sounds.

2.2.4 Classification of English speech sounds

An initial classification will divide the speech sounds in English into two broad categories: vowels and consonants. 

2.2.4.1 Classification of English consonants

English consonants can be classified in two ways: one is in terms of manner of articulation and the other is in terms of place of articulation.
In terms of manner of articulation the English consonants can be classified into the following types:

Stops; fricatives; affricatives; liquids; nasals, glides 

In terms of place of articulation, the English consonants can be classified into the following types:

Bilabial; labio-dental; dental; alveolar; palatal; velar; glottal 

2.2.4.2 Classification of English vowels

Vowel sounds are differentiated by a number of factors: the position of the tongue in the mouth, the openness of the mouth, the shape of the lips, the length of the vowels.

1）Vowels may be distinguished as front, central, and back according to which part of the tongue is held highest. 

2）They may be classified into close vowels, semi-close vowels, semi-open vowels and open vowels according the openness of the mouth. 
3）They may be classified into unrounded vowels and rounded vowels according to the shape of the lips.

4）They may be classified into long and short vowels according to the length of the sound.
2.3 Phonology

2.3.1 Phonology and phonetics
Phonetics is concerned with the general nature of speech sound while phonology aims to discover how speech sounds in a language form patterns and how these sounds are used to convey meaning in linguistic communication.  
2.3.2 Phone, phoneme, and allophone

 A phone is a phonetic unit or segment. The speech sounds we hear and produce during linguistic communication are all phones.

A phoneme is a phonological unit; it is a unit that is of distinctive value. It is an abstract unit. It is not any particular sound, but rather it is represented or realized by a certain phone in a certain phonetic context.
The different phones which can represent a phoneme in different phonetic environments are called the allophones of that phoneme. For example, the phoneme /l/ in English can be realized as dark [ɫ], clear [l], etc. which are allophones of the phoneme /l/. 
2.3.3 Phonemic contrast, complementary distribution, and minimal pair

If the phonetically similar sounds are two distinctive phonemes, they are said to form a phonemic contrast, e.g. /p/ and /b/ in /pɪt/ and /bɪt/.
If they are allophones of the same phoneme, then they do not distinguish meaning, but complement each other in distribution. For instance, the clear /l/ always occurs before a vowel while the dark /ɫ/ always occurs between a vowel and a consonant, or at the end of a word. So the allophones are said to be in complementary distribution.
When two different forms are identical in every way except for one sound segment which occurs in the same place in the strings, the two sound combinations are said to form a minimal pair. So in English, pill and bill are a minimal pair.

2.3.4 Some rules in phonology

2.3.4.1 Sequential rules

Sequential rules are rules that govern the combination of sound in a particular language. 
2.3.4.2 Assimilation rule

The assimilation rule assimilates one sound to another by “copying” a feature of a sequential phoneme, thus making the two phones similar. 
2.3.4.3 Deletion rule

Deletion rule tells us when a sound is to be deleted although it is orthographically represented.
2.3.5 Supra-segmental features

2.3.5.1 Stress
Depending on the context in which stress is considered, there are two kinds of stress: word stress and sentence stress.

The location of stress in English distinguishes meaning. For example, a shift of stress may change the part of speech of a word from a noun to a verb although its spelling remains unchanged. 

Sentence stress refers to the relative force given to the component of a sentence. The part of speech that are normally stressed in an English sentence are nouns, main verbs, adjectives, adverbs, numerals and demonstrative pronouns; the other categories of words like articles, person pronouns, auxiliary verbs, prepositions, and conjunctions are usually not stressed.   

2.3.5.2 Tone
Tones are pitch variations, which are caused by the differing rates of vibration of the vocal cords. Pitch variation can distinguish meaning just like phonemes; therefore, the tone is a supra-segmental feature. The meaning-distinctive function of the tone is especially important in what we call tone languages. E.g. Chinese.  

2.3.5.3 Intonation

When pitch, stress and sound length are tied to the sentence rather than the word in isolation, they are collectively known as intonation. Intonation plays an important role in the conveyance of meaning in almost every language, especially in a language like English.  
2. 基本概念和知识点

1）The phonetic medium of language

2）Phonetics: organs of speech; orthographic representation of speech sounds — broad and narrow transcriptions; classification of English speech sounds; 

3）Phonology: phonology and phonetics; phone, phoneme, and allophone; phonemic contrast, complementary distribution, and minimal pair; some rules in phonology; suprasegmental features—stress, tone, intonation.

3. 问题与应用（能力要求）

1）It is possible to make sprangle into an English word, but it is impossible to do so with “rpsaglne”. Why is that? What rule or rules of English syllabic structure does “rpsaglne” break.
2）One principle of advertising is to make sure that the slogan is memorable. Homophones (i.e. words that are different but have the same pronunciation) and near homophones often help achieves this effect. In the following advertisement slogans, identify the homophones or near-homophones and point out the words they replace.
More smiles per gallon. (motorcycles)
Porky Pig is bore. (pork)
The newest eye-dea from Maybelline. (eye makeup)
Guaranteed berth control. (electric blankets)
Seven days without a Village Inn Pizza makes one weak. (pizza parlor)
Farrell’s will dessert you. (ice cream parlor)
Dye now! (beauty shop) (In this item, no word is replaced, but there is a pun that works in a similar way.) 

Explain the effect that you think each of these slogans will have on the audience. 

3）Chinese speakers may pronounce duck as /dΛkə/. Chinese speakers are not the only ones who have trouble pronouncing English words. The Japanese language, for instance, has the word resutoranto, borrowed from the English word restaurant. Why do they have a u between s and t and an o after the last t? If you know a Japanese major, find other English words in that language whose spelling has changed. In each case, discuss the reasons for the change.
（三）思考与实践

1）What are the two major media of linguistic communication? Of the two, which one is primary and why?

2）What is voicing and how is it caused?
3）Explain with examples how broad transcription and narrow transcription differ?

4）How are the English consonants classified?
5）What criteria are used to classify the English vowels?
6）How do phonetics and phonology differ in their focus of study? Who do you think will be more interested in the difference between, say, [l] and [ɬ], / pʰ/ and /p/, a phonetician or a phonologist? Why?

7）What is a phone? How is it different from a phoneme? How are allophones related to a phoneme?
8）Explain with examples the sequential rule, the assimilation rule, and the deletion rule.
9）What are supra-segmental features? How do the major suprasegment features of English function in conveying meaning?

（四）教学方法与手段

1. 课堂讲授，课堂讨论，提问，回答问题等。

2. 多媒体、电子教案。

Chapter Three  Morphology

(一) 目的与要求

Students will learn:

1. What morphology is about; 
2. Open class and closed class; internal structure of words and rule for word formation

3. Morphemes—the minimal units of meaning

    4. Word structures 

5. Derivational and inflectional morphemes

6. Morphological rules of word formation

7. Derivation

8. Compounds

Students will be able to analyze the formation of English words and be more efficient in memorizing English words.  

(二) 教学内容

1. 主要内容

3.1 Introduction
What is Morphology? Morphology is used to refer to the part of the grammar that is concerned with word formation and word structure.
3.2 Open class and closed class
In English, nouns, verbs, adjectives and adverbs make up the largest part of the vocabulary. They are the content words of a language, which are sometimes called open class words, since we can regularly add new words to these classes.

The other syntactic categories include “grammatical” or “functional” words. Conjunctions, prepositions, articles and pronouns consist of relatively few words and have been referred to as being closed class words since new words are not usually added to them.

3.3 Morphemes—the minimal units of meaning

Linguists define word as the smallest free form found in language. A free form is simply an element that does not have to occur in a fixed position with respect to its neighboring element; in many cases, it can even appear in isolation.

The most important component of a word structure is the morpheme—the smallest unit of language that carries information about meaning or function. A morpheme which can be a word by itself is called a free morpheme, whereas a morpheme that must be attached to another one is a bound morpheme. Morphemes may have different forms. The variant forms of a morpheme are called its allomorphs.

3.4 Analyzing word structures
To analyze the internal structure of words, it is important to identify first each of the component morphemes and then to classify them in terms of their contribution to the meaning and functions of the larger word. 

Roots and affixes. Complex words typically consist of a root morpheme and one or more affixes. The root constitutes the core of the word and carries the major component of its meaning and typically belong to a lexical category, whereas affixes do not belong to a lexical category and are always bound morphemes.

3.5 Derivational and inflectional morphemes 

Derivational morphemes are those morphemes which change the category or grammatical class of words. Inflectional morphemes are bound morphemes which are for the most part purely grammatical markers, signifying such concepts as tense, number, case, aspect and so on. 

3.6 Morphological rules of word formation
The ways words are formed are called morphological rules. These rules determine how morphemes combine to form words.

Some of the morphological rules can be used quite freely to form new words. We call them productive morphological rules. 
3.7 Derivation

Derivation is an affixational process that forms a word with a meaning and/or category distinct from that of its bases. Once formed, derived words become independent lexical items and receive their own entry in a speaker’s mental lexicon.

3.8 Compounds

Another way to form new words, or compound words, to be exact, is by stringing words together.

(3.8-1 Comparison between formation of Chinese compounds and English Compound)
2. 基本概念和知识点

1）morphology; 

2）open class and closed class; 

3）morphemes—minimal units of meaning 
4）internal structure of words 

5）derivational and inflectional morphemes

6）morphological rules of word formation

7）derivation

8）compounds; 
3. 问题与应用（能力要求）

1）Some students experience difficulties in learning to spell adjectives ending in –ble or –ible. Given the following lists of words, what rule can you derive concerning the phonological functions of the –able and -ible spellings?

Applicable  
navigable
    invincible 
  eligible

Despicable
   indefatigable 
forcible      intangible

(hint: the letter c can be realized either as /k/ or as /s/. When it is followed by a suffix, the spelling of the suffix may vary with such phonological realization.)

2）Complete each of the following words by adding –ible or –able

defens-
      depress-
    admir        prov-


produc-      see-       
inflex-
      osten-


pay-         divis-

frang-        plaus-

wash-

  dispos-
    enclos-       touch-

mut-

  revis-        patch-

   ador-


read-        bear- 

 brib-

   chew-

(三) 思考与实践

1）Think of three morpheme suffixes, give their meaning, and specify the types of stem they may be suffixed to. Give at least two example of each.

Model: -or

Suffix: -or

Meaning: the person or thing performing the action

Stem type: added to verbs

Examples: actor, “one who acts in stage plays, motion pictures, etc.” 

translator, “one who translates”

2）Think of three morpheme prefixes, give their meaning, and specify the types of stem they may be prefixed to. Give at least two examples of each.

Model:  -a

Suffix:  -a

Meaning: without; not

Stem type: added to adjectives

Examples: asymmetric, “lacking symmetry” 


      Asexual, “without sex or sex organs”

3）The italicized part in each of the following sentences is an inflectional morpheme. Study each inflectional morpheme carefully and point out its grammatical meaning.

Sue moves in high society circles in London.

A traffic warden asked John to move his car.

The club has moved to Friday, February 22nd.

The branches of the trees are moving back and forth.

4） Determine whether the words in each of the following groups are related to one another by processes of inflection or derivation.

a) go, goes, going, gone

b) discover, discovery, discoverer, discoverable, discoverability

c) inventor, inventor’s, inventors, inventors’
d) democracy, democrat, democratic, democratize

5) The following sentences contain both derivational and inflectional affixes. Underline all of the derivational affixes and circle the inflectional affixes.

a) The farmer’s cows escaped.

b) It was raining.

c) Those socks are inexpensive.

d) Jim needs the newer copy.

e) The strongest rower continued.

f) She quickly closed the book.

g) The alphabetization went well.

（四）教学方法与手段

1. 课堂讲授，课堂讨论，提问，回答问题等。

2. 多媒体、电子教案。

Chapter Four  Syntax

    （一）目的与要求

Students will learn:

1. What syntax is;

2. Categories: word level categories; phrase categories and their structures; 

3. Phrase structure rule

4. Phrase elements

5. Sentences (The S rule) 

6. Transformations
（二）教学内容
1. 主要内容

4.1 What is syntax?
Syntax is a branch of linguistics that studies how words are combined to form sentences and the rules that govern the formation of sentences. A simple version of transformational syntax will be introduced because it is the most popular and best known approach to syntactic analysis and because many of the other approaches that exist today have developed in response to it. 

How to look at N. Chomsky’s language faculty (language gene) with Marxist materialist view)
4.2 Categories
4.2.1 Word-level categories
Category refers to a group of linguistic items which fulfill the same or similar functions in a particular language such as a sentence, a noun phrase or a verb.

Word level categories are divided into two kings: major lexical categories and minor lexical categories. Major lexical categories are Noun, Verb, Adjective and Preposition. Minor lexical categories are Determiner, Degree words, Qualifier, Auxiliary and Conjunction.

Three criteria employed to determine a word’s category are meaning, inflection and distribution.

4.2.2 Phrase categories and their structures
Syntactic units that are built around a certain word category are called phrases, the category of which is determined by the word category around which the phrase is built. In English syntactic analysis, the most commonly recognized and discussed phrasal categories are noun phrase (NP), verb phrase (VP), adjective phrase (AP) and prepositional phrase (PP).
Whether formed of one or more than one word, they consist of two levels, Phrase level and word level as exemplified below.
NP
   VP
AP
 PP
←   phrase level

 |

| 
 |
  |

N
   V
A
  P
←   word level
Phrases that are formed of more than one word usually contain the following elements: head, specifier and complement. The word around which a phrase is formed is termed head. The words on the left side of the heads are said to function as specifiers. The words on the right side of the heads are complements.
4.3 Phrase structure rule
The special type of grammatical mechanism that regulates the arrangement of elements that make up a phrase is called a phrase structure rule. The phrase structural rule for NP, VP, AP, and PP can be written as follows:
NP
→
(Det) 
N  
(PP) …

VP
→
(Qual)
V  
(NP) …

AP
→
(Deg)
A  
(PP) …

PP
→
(Deg)
P  
(NP) …

The arrow can be read as “consist of ” or “branches into”. The parentheses mean that the element in them can be omitted and the three dots in each rule indicate that other complement options are available.
4.3.1 XP rule
The XP rule: XP → (specifier) X (complement)

4.3.2 Coordination rule
The coordination rule can be formulated as below:

X   →   X * Con  X

In this rule the symbol X stands for “a category at any structural level”, indicating that either an X or an XP can be coordinated. The asterisk (*) indicates that one or more categories can occur to the left of the Con (= conjunction). 

4.4 Phrase elements
4.4.1 Specifier
Specifiers have both special semantic and syntactic roles. Semantically, they help make more precise the meaning of the head. Syntactically, they typically mark a phrase boundary. Specifiers can be determiners, qualifiers and degree words as well. 
4.4.2 Complements

Complements are themselves phrases and provide information about entities and locations whose existence is implied by the meaning of the head. They are attached to the right of the head in English.
The XP Rule (revised): XP → (Specifier) X (Complement*)
This rule also captures the simple but important fact that complements, however many there are, occur to the right of the head in English.

Words which introduce the sentence complement are termed complementizers (shortened as Cs). The sentence introduced by the compementizer is called a complement clause. (or complement phrase shortened as CP) and the construction in which the complement phrase is embedded is called matrix clause.
4.4.3 Modifiers
Modifiers specify optionally expressible properties of heads.
To make modifiers fit into phrase structure, we can expand our original XP rule into the following so that it allows the various options.

The Expanded XP rule: 

XP  →  (Spec) (Mod) X (Complement*) (Mod)

This rule allows a modifier to occur either before the head or after it. Where there is a complement, a modifier that occurs after the head will normally occur to the right of the complement as well.
4.5 Sentences (The S rule)
The S rule: S → NP VP

Many linguists nowadays believe that sentences, like other phrases, also have their own heads. They take an abstract category inflection (dubbed “Infl”) as their heads, which indicates the sentence’s tense and agreement.
4.6 Transformations
4.6.1 Auxiliary movement
The yes-no question structures being considered are built in two steps. In the first step, the usual XP rule is used to form a structure in which the auxiliary occupies its normal position in Infl, between the subject and the VP. The second step in forming a yes-no question requires a transformation, a special type of rule that can move an element from one position to another.  

Inversion

Move Infl to the left of the subject NP.
Inversion (revised): Move Infl to C. 
More about CP. We assume that all sentences (Ss) occur within a larger complement phrase (CP), whether they are embedded or not. By CP, we mean the bracketed phrase in a sentence like: 

The student knows [CP that the experiment will succeed], in which that is called complementizer [C]. It is clear that a CP structure is composed of a complementizer and a sentence. According to [inversion (revised)], a transformation can do no more than change an element’s position. It does not change the categories of any words and it cannot eliminate any part of the structural configuration created by the phrase structure rules. Thus, will retains its Infl labels even though it is moved into the C position, and the position that is formerly occupied remains in the tree structure. Marked by the symbol e (for empty) and called a trace, it records the fact that the moved element comes from the head position within S.

4.6.2 Do insertion
Do insertion
Insert interrogative do into an empty Infl position. 

4.6.3 Deep structure and surface structure

There are two levels of syntactic structure. The first, formed by the XP rule in accordance with the head’s subcategories, is called deep structure (or D-structure). The second, corresponding to the final syntactic form of the sentence which results from appropriate transformations, is called surface structure (or S-structure). 

4.6.4 Wh Movement
The transformation that moves the wh phrase from its position in deep structure to a position at the beginning of the sentence is called Wh Movement. Wh Movement

Move the wh phrase to the beginning of the sentence.

Wh Movement（revised）
Move a wh phrase to the specifier position under CP.

Wh Movement can apply not only to wh questions but also to relative clauses because relative clause structures are very similar to embedded wh question.

4.6.5 Move α and constraints on transformations
The general rule for all the movement rules is referred to as Move α, where “alpha” is a cover term for any element that can be moved from one place to another.

a) Inversion can move an auxiliary from the Infl to the nearest C position, but not to a more distant C position. 
b) No element may be removed from a coordinate structure. 
2. 基本概念和知识点

1）Syntax

2）Syntactic categories; major lexical categories; and minor lexical categories —determiners; degree words; qualifiers;

3）Phrase categories and their structures—head, specifier and complement

4）Phrase structure rule: XP rule; Coordination rule

5）Phrase elements: Specifiers; complements; modifiers;

6）The S rule

7）Transfomation: auxiliary movement; Do insertion; DEEP STRUCTURE and SURFACE STRUCTURE; WH movement; Move α and constraints on transformations.
3. 问题与应用（能力要求）

The students will be able to analyze sentences by using the transformation rules.

(三) 思考与实践

1）The following phrases include a head, a complement, and in some cases a specifier. Draw the appropriate tree structure for each phrase.

rich in minerals

often read detective stories

the argument against the proposals

 already above the window 

2）The following sentences contain modifiers of various types. For each sentence, first identify the modifier(s), then draw the tree structures.

A crippled passenger landed the crippled airplane with extreme caution.
A huge moon hung in the black sky.
The man examined his car carefully yesterday.
A wooden hut near the lake collapsed in the storm. 
3）The following sentences all contain embedded clauses that function as complements of a verb, an adjective, a preposition or a noun. Draw a tree structure for each sentence. 

You know that I hate war.

Gerry believes the fact that Anna flunked the English exam.

Chris was happy that his father bought him a Rolls-Royce.
The children argued over whether bats had wings.

4）Each of the following sentences contains a relative clause. Draw the deep structure and the surface structure trees for each of these sentences. 

The essay that he wrote was excellent.

Herbert bought a house that she loved.
The girl whom he adores majors in linguistics.

（四）教学方法与手段

1. 课堂讲授，课堂讨论，提问，回答问题等。

2. 多媒体、电子教案。

Chapter Five  Semantics

（一）目的与要求

1. Students will know semantics—the study of meaning   can be approached  from philosophy, linguistics, psychology and sociology. Throughout centuries linguists have derived different theories of semantics. 

2. Students will learn to analysis meanings of words and sentences by applying two dominant theories.

3. Students will be aware that even some simple words are difficult to tell the meaning.
（二）教学内容

1. 主要内容

5.1 What is semantics?
Semantics can be simply defined as the study of meaning. In our discussion, we will limit ourselves to the study of meaning from linguistic point of view.
5.2 Some views concerning the study of meaning
 5.2.1 The naming theory
The naming theory was proposed by the ancient Greek scholar Plato, according to which the linguistic forms or symbols, in other words, the words used in a language are simply labels of the objects they stand for. 

5.2.2 The Conceptualist view 
The conceptualist view relates words and things through the mediation of concepts in the mind. This view holds that there is no direct link between a linguistic form and what it refers to; rather, in their interpretation of meaning they are linked through the mediation of concepts in the mind. This is best illustrated by the classic semantic triangle or triangle of significance suggested by Ogden and Richards. The semantic triangle is used to discuss the differences between objects, concepts and symbols. A key point is that a symbolic representation of an object can never refer directly to objects, but only through concepts within the mind. Therefore the link at the bottom of the triangle is only an implied relationship.

5.2.3 Contextualism 
The contextualist view of meaning is based on the presumption that one can derive meaning from or reduce meaning to observable contexts. Such an approach to meaning clearly draws on sociology. Two kinds of context are recognized: the situational context and the linguistic context. Every utterance occurs in a particular spatio-temporal situation. Each utterance is limited by various factors of the situational context. The representative linguist of the view is Firth who is influenced by Molinonwsky and Wittgenstein. 

5.2.4 Behaviorism
Behaviorists attempted to define the meaning of a language form as the “situation in which the speaker utters it and the response it calls forth in the hearer.” (Bloomfield, 1933)

5.2.5 Marxist view on meaning and communication

5.2.6 Ancient thinkers view on meaning
5.3 Lexical meaning
5.3.1 Sense and reference
Sense and reference are two terms often encountered in the study of word meaning. They are two related but different aspects of meaning.

Sense is concerned with the inherent meaning of the linguistic form. It is the collection of all the features of the linguistic form; it is abstract and de-contextualized. It is the aspect of meaning dictionary compilers are interested in.

 Reference means what a linguistic form refers to in the real physical world; it deals with the relationship between the linguistic element and the non-linguistic world of experience.

5.3.2 Major sense relations
5.3.2.1 Synonymy 
Synonymy refers to the sameness or closed similarity of meaning. Words that are close in meaning are called synonyms.

According to the British linguist F. Palmer (1981), there are at least 4 types of words with almost the same meaning which can possibly be considered as synonyms.

 i. Dialectal synonyms—synonyms used in different regional dialects. 

ii. Stylistic synonyms—synonyms differing in style.
iii. Synonyms that differ in their emotive or evaluative meaning.

iv. Collocational synonyms

　Some synonyms differ in their collocation, i.e., in the words they go together with. This is a matter of usage.
v. Semantically different synonyms

　These are synonyms that differ slightly in what they mean. 
5.3.2.2 Polysemy
While different words may have the same or similar meaning, the same one word may have more than one meaning. This is what we call polysemy.

5.3.2.3Homonymy 

Homonymy refers to the phenomenon that words having different meanings have the same form, i.e., different words are identical in sound or spelling, or in both.
5.3.2.4 Hyponymy

Hyponymy refers to the sense relation between a more general, more inclusive word and a more specific word. 
5.3.2.5 Antonymy
The term antonymy is used for oppositeness of meaning; words that are opposite in meaning are antonyms.

i. Gradable antonyms;  
ii. Complementary antonyms; 
iii. Relational opposites.    
5.4 Sense relations between sentences
i. X is synonymous with Y.

ii. X is inconsistent with Y.

iii. X entails Y. (Y is an entailment of X.)

iv. X  presupposes Y. (Y is a prerequisite of X.)

v. X is a contradiction.

vi. X is semantically anomalous.

5.5 Analysis of meaning
5.5.1 Componential analysis —a way to analyze lexical meaning

Componential analysis is a way proposed by the structural semanticists to analyze word meaning. By componential analysis, linguist looks at each word as a bundle of different features or components.
5.5.2 Prediction analysis  —a way to analyze sentence meaning

Leech has proposed prediction analysis to analyze the meaning of sentences by using a hierarchy of units: prediction, arguments and predicates.


Arguments and predicates are constitutes of the predications expressed in the sentences. Predication analysis refers to the kind of analysis which involves the breaking down of predications into their constituents—arguments and predicates. An argument is a logical participant in a predication, largely identical with the nominal elements in a sentence. A predicate is something said about an argument or it states the logical relation linking the arguments in a sentence.
2. 基本概念和知识点

1）Definition of semantics.
2）Some views concerning the study of meaning: The naming theory; the conceptualist view; contextualism; behaviorism.
3）Lexical meaning: sense and reference; major sense relations: a) synonymy; b) polysemy; c) homonymy; d) hyponymy; e) antonymy. 

4）Sense relations between sentences.
5）Analysis of meaning: componential analysis; predication analysis。

3. 问题与应用（能力要求）

1）Predication analysis 

In high school, we learned that the word “way” means “road” or “method”. But the truth about this word is not actually that simple. Only by seeing it in multiple contexts can we come to see what way really “means”. With a partner, discuss the different meanings of the apparently simple word in each of the following sentences. 

-Do you know your way to school?

-I am on my way to lunch.
-Do it the right way.
-The chair is in my way.
-You’re heading the wrong way.
-Get is out of my way.
-That’s the way I like it.
-No way.
2）Explain the ambiguity of the following sentences by providing two sentences that paraphrase the two meanings:

Is he really that kind?
You should see her shop.
Jan saw the boy with a telescope.
They are moving machines.
Challenging wrestlers will be avoided at all cost.
She can’t bear children.
（三）思考与实践
1. What are the major views concerning the study of meaning?

2. What are the major types of synonyms in English?

3. Explain with examples “hyponymy”, “polysemy”, and “hyponymy”.

4. In what way is componential analysis similar to the analysis of phonemes into distinctive features?

5. What is grammaticality? What might make a grammatically meaningful sentence semantically meaningless?
（四）教学方法与手段

1. 课堂讲授，课堂讨论，提问，回答问题等。

2. 多媒体、电子教案。

Chapter Six  Pragmatics

(一) 目的与要求

Students will understand:

1. Why pragmatics is necessary?

2. What are the relationship and differences between pragmatics and traditional semantics?

3. The differences between sentence meaning and utterance meaning.

Students will know:

1. Speech act theory.

2. Principle of conversation

Students will learn to analyze:

1. Speech acts

2. Classification of speech acts

3. Principle of conversation 
4. Cross-cultural pragmatic failure
（二）教学内容

1. 主要内容

6.1 Some basic notions
6.1.1 Definition

Pragmatics can be defined in various ways. A general definition is that it is the study of how speakers of a language use sentences to effect successful communication. As the process of communication is essentially a process of conveying and understanding meaning in a certain context, pragmatics can also be regarded as a kind of meaning study.
6.1.2 Pragmatics vs. semantics
As pragmatics and semantics are both linguistic studies of meaning, then how are they related, and how do they differ?

From the publication of Saussure’s work Course in General Linguistics in the early 20th century, more than half a century the meaning of language was considered as something intrinsic, and inherent, i.e., a property attached to language itself. Therefore, meanings of words, meanings of sentences were all studied in isolation from language use. 

But it would be impossible to give an adequate description of meaning if the context of language use was left unconsidered. Once the notion of context was taken into consideration, semantics spilled over into pragmatics. What especially distinguishes semantics and pragmatics is whether in the study of meaning the context of use is considered.

6.1.3 Context

The notion of context is essential to the pragmatics study of language. Context determines the speaker’s use of language and also the hearer’s interpretation of what is said to him.  
6.1.4 Sentence meaning vs. utterance meaning

While the meaning of a sentence is abstract, and de-contextualized, that of an utterance is concrete, and context-dependent. The meaning of an utterance is based on sentence meaning; it is the realization of the abstract meaning of a sentence in a real situation of communication, or simply in a context.  

6.2 Speech act theory 
6.2.1 Austin’s model of speech acts
Speech act theory is an important theory in the pragmatic study of language. It was originated with the British philosophy John Austin in the late 50’s of the 20th century. This is a philosophical explanation of the nature of linguistic communication. It aims to answer the question, “What do we do when using language?”

According to speech act theory, we are performing action when we are speaking. A speaker might be performing three acts simultaneously when speaking: locutionary act, illocutionary act, and perlocutionary act.

6.2.2 Searle’s classification of speech act


According to Searle, an American philosophy, speech acts fall into five general categories, i. e., there are five general types of things we do with language, Specific acts that fall into each type share the same illocutionary point, but differ in their strength.


1) representatives: stating or describing, saying that the speaker believes to be true


2) directives: trying to get the hearer to do something


3) commissives: committing the speaker himself to some future course of action


4) expressives: expressing feelings or attitude towards an existing state


5) declarations: bringing about immediate changes by saying something

6.2.3 Indirect speech acts

When someone is not saying in an explicit and straightforward manner what he means to say, rather he is trying to put across his message in an implicit, roundabout way, he is using indirect language. Searle proposed the notion of indirect speech act, which aimed to explain indirect language in the light of the speech act theory. According to Searle, when a speaker is using indirect language, he is performing two speech acts simutaneously; one is the primary speech act and the other is the secondary speech act. The primary speech act is the speaker’s goal of communication while the secondary speech act is the means by which he achieves his goal. 

6.3 Principle of conversation

Paul Grice’s idea is that in making conversation, the participants must first of all be willing to cooperate; otherwise, it would not be possible for them to carry on the talk. This general principle is called the Cooperative Principle. . The principle can be explained by four underlying rules or maxims. 
The maxim of quantity:  1）Make your contribution as informative as is required (for the current purpose of the exchange).  2）Do not make your contribution more informative than is required.

The maxim of quality: 1）Do not say what you believe to be false. 2）Do not say that for which you lack adequate evidence. 
The maxim of relation: Be relevant.
The maxim of manner: 1）Avoid obscurity of expression. 2）Avoid ambiguity. 3） Be brief（avoid unnecessary prolixity）. 4）Be orderly.

6.4 Cross-cultural pragmatic failure

    Pragmatic failure occurs when the speaker fails to use language effectively to achieve a specific communicative purpose, or when the hearer fails to recognize the intention or the illocutionary force of the speaker’s utterance in the context of communication. 

2. 基本概念和知识点
1）Pragmatics; the difference between pragmatics and traditional semantics; context; sentence meaning vs. utterance meaning

2）Speech act theory: Austin’s model of speech acts—locutionary act, illocutionary act, and perlocutionary act; Searle’s classification of speech acts—representatives, directives, commissives, expressives, declarations

3）Principle of conversation: Cooperative Principle; conversational implicature

4）Cross-cultural pragmatic failure
3. 问题与应用（能力要求）

1）Try to think of what acts do the speakers perform when they say the following statements: 

a. “I do.”

b. “I name this ship Elizabeth.”

c. “I give and bequeath my watch to my brother.”

d. “I bet you sixpence it will rain tomorrow.” 

2）Try to think which classification of illocutionary acts the following examples belong to: 

a. The earth is a globe.

b. Your money or your life!

c. Would you like to go to the picnic with us?

d. I will bring you the book tomorrow without fail.

e. I’m very sorry for the mess I have made.

f. I fire you!

g. The door is open.

（三）思考与实践

1. Why is the notion of context essential in the pragmatic study of linguistic communication?

2. How are sentence meaning and utterance meaning related, and how do they differ?

3. According to Austin, what are the three acts a person is possibly performing while making an utterance.

（四）教学方法与手段

1. 课堂讲授，课堂讨论，提问，回答问题等。

2. 多媒体、电子教案。

Chapter Seven Language Acquisition
（一）目的与要求

Students will learn:
1. What is Language acquisition? 

2. What Theories have linguists tried to establish to explain child language acquisition?
3. How do Cognitive development influence child language development?

4. What stages have linguists find in child language development?
（二）教学内容

1. 主要内容

7.1 Introduction

Language acquisition refers to the child’s acquisition of his mother tongue, i.e. how the child comes to understand and speak the language of his community.
7.2 Theories of child language acquisition
7.2.1 A behaviorist view of language acquisition

The behaviorist theory of child language acquisition view language as behavior and believe that language learning is simply a matter of imitation and habit formation. So imitation and practice are preliminary, discrimination and generalization are key to language development in this theory.  
7.2.2 An innatist view of language acquisition

Chomsky proposed that human beings are born with an innate ability known as Language Acquisition Device, or LAD. Children need access to the samples of a natural language to activate the LAD, which enables them to discover his language’s structure by matching the innate knowledge of basic grammatical system to that particular language. Later Chomsky referred this innate endowment as Universal Grammar (UG) and held that if children are pre-equipped with UG, then what they have to learn is the ways in which their own language makes use of these principles and the variations in those principles which may exist in the particular language they are learning. 

7.2.3 An interactionist view of language acquisition

The interactionist view holds that language develops as a result of the complex interplay between the human characteristics of the child and the environment in which he grows. Integrated with the innatist view, the interactionist further claims that the modified language input which is suitable for the child’s capability is crucial in his language acquisition.

7.3 Cognitive development in child language development
The cognitive development relates to language acquisition mainly in two ways. 

First, language development is dependent on both the concepts children form about the world and what they feel stimulated to communicate at the early and later stages of their language development.

Secondly, the cognitive factors determine how the child makes sense of the linguistic system himself instead of what meanings the child perceives and expresses. Many careful studies of children’s acquisition sequences and errors in various languages have revealed that children have some “operating principles” for making sense of language data.
7.4 Language environment and the critical period hypothesis
All child language acquisition theories talk about the roles of two factors to different degrees: the linguistic environment children are exposed to and the age they start to learn the language. 
7.5 Stages in child language development
7.5.1 Phonological development

The sequence in which the sounds are acquired works like a system of pre-requisites, that is to say, the child must pass each stage before he can proceed to the next one. 

7.5.2 Vocabulary development

The most obvious fact about vocabulary development is that it goes hand-in-hand with the child’s environment. When a child learns a word, he must learn the features of meaning associated with each word.
1）Under-extension

2）Over-extension

7.5.3 Grammatical development
Children’s grammatical development proceeds in the following order:
telegraphic speech, → content words, → then function elements;

affirmative, → negative, → and questions.

7.5.4 Pragmatic development

While they are acquiring morpho-syntax and vocabulary, children are also learning the pragmatic knowledge of that language, or how to speak to others in an appropriate manner. These include, for example, the greetingforms to be used, the taboo words, the polite forms of address and the various styles appropriate to different speech situations of his community.  
7.5.6 Atypical development

Atypical language development includes hearing impairment (which can be slight or severe and may lead to minor loss or total lack of language), mental retardation (which may cause a delayed lack of language acquisition), autism (language impairment from the very beginning), stuttering (repetition of sounds, syllables, or phrases where the speaker can not “release” the words), aphasia (partial or total loss of language due to brain damage), and dyslexia and dysgraphia (disorders in reading and writing which may be acquired or developmental).  
2. 基本概念和知识点

1）Definitions of Language acquisition;
2）Theories of child language acquisition: a behaviorist view, an innatist view, an interactionist view;

3）Cognitive development in child language development;

4）Language environment and the Critical Period Hypothesis; 

5）Stages in child language development: phonological development, vocabulary development, grammatical development, pragmatic development;

6）atypical development.
3. 问题与应用（能力要求）
1）Overextension

In learning vocabulary, children also make errors by analyzing the morphemes of words they hear and trying to produce new words along the same patterns. Consider the following two exchanges: 
(A father and his son are in the car.)
Father: We’re on the outskirt of the city now.
Son:   How long will it take to get to the inskirts? 

(A mother is putting her daughter to bed.)
Daughter: Could you leave the door open?
Mother:  I’ll leave it ajar.
Daughter: Could you leave it two jars? 

In each case, what is the mistake that the child makes? How are they analyzing the morphemes involved? Do Chinese children also make errors of this kind? Give a few examples.

2）Cognitive development

Children’s development appears to proceed in distinct stages. Another way of saying this is that children can only learn what are ready for at a given time. The following mini-story shows a mother’s unsuccessful attempt to jump ahead of his sequence of cognitive development. What can you deduce about the child’s current state of development.  

Mother: How much is ten plus seven?
Child:  Seventeen.
Mother: Fantastic! How much is seven plus ten?
Child:  Teen-seven.
Mother: No, Think carefully, How much is ten plus seven, again.
Child:  Seventeen.
Mother: Fine. Then, how much is seven plus ten?
Child:  Teen-seven.
Mother: No, say “seventeen.” 
Child:  Seventeen-seven.
（三）思考与实践

1. Among the language acquisition theories mentioned in this chapter, which one do you think is more reasonable and convincing? Why?

2. Can you find some shortcomings of the mentalist view?
（四）教学方法与手段

1. 课堂讲授，课堂讨论，提问，回答问题等。

2. 多媒体、电子教案。
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